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INFANT-BAPTISM 


I herein 
Many things Dubiouſly expreſſed in the former Part, 


Barc Satisfactorily cleared , many heads ſlightly couched, 
are confiderably enlarged 3 and many new hints ſeaſonably Suge 
geſted ro the Conſideration of thoſe, who had rather 
profitably improve, then barrenly Diſpute, or pro- : 
phanely Diſpute away, fo profitable | 
an Ordinance, | 
| Fan mn —— tt none en 
By the ſame Authour. 
| 
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[thor being willing, thatthoſe who 


private Families ; that thoſe who 


STATTONER 


TO THE 


READER 


Heſe are to Advertiſe thee; 
"Thar the Authour intends 
the Publication of a ſhort] 

Catechiſm, containing the Subltance 
of this, and the former part, by way 
of Queſtion and Anſwer, and that 
the ſaid Cartechilm will be [nee- 


dily Printed by ir ſelf : The Au- 


cannot go to the price of the Books 
at large, might have the ſum of 
both ar a cheaper rate. And that 
theſe particular heads here ecnlar- 


ged, ſhould be rendred uſeful ro 
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[tiſm, may have the advanragy 
|chereof, to Inſtrutt their Childredſys 
' land Servants in the. uſe of thei 
[Infant- Baptiſm, -which by God; % 
|bleſsing 'will be a very effectua 
| Preſervarive againſt it. | 
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A | 
SECOND 


DIALOGUE, 


BETWEEN 
PoEDOBAP TISTA, 
E 


and _ 
ASTERICTUS, | 


$ÞDÞ1IR, 1 bleſſe God, my laſt Diſcourſe | 
ON S te with you, about he” Prafiicet IG of Aerts 
Þ++ * Infant-Bapriſm, ſo Baptiſed me into| | 
l © our Principles, that (as tothe main | 
bf your Diſcourſe) Iam not (by any thing which | 
— {Fiher mine own thoughts, or the Objeftions of} | 
qe = © Wn others, - 


eu 


nt 


Thepratticall uſe Dialog. 2, 


others, to whom I have Communicated it , have 
{uggeſted to me) any whit ftumbled therein. 
And therefore I defire you will not Interpret 
my preſent Second addrefle to you, as an Argu- 
ment of my unſettlednefle in the Point then un- 
der debate ; but only, as an expreſſion of my 
| farther deſire, to have my underſtanding cleared 
in ſome pages, then delivered by you, con- 
cerning which, I have met with ſome diſpute from 
others and find ſome darknefle of appreheniion 
in my ſelf: , And -withal to give you the oppor. 
runity of confirming mein my preſent periwa- 
ljon, by the addition of ſuch new conſiderations, 
as potſibly our farther Diſcourſe may give you) 
occaſion of dilating your thoughts into. And 
therefore, Iſhall only take upon me the Perſon 
of another therein, and Suggeſt to you , as well 
asI can, what Queſtions, and Objections I think 
| | a Chriſtian of the growth in which your laſt dif 
| courſe found: me, would exerciſe you withall, or 
underſtand others are diſſatisfied in. | 

| Ped-| J aſſure you, Neighboyr, you cannot more 
} baptiſt s, | bleſſe God for the ſatisfaRtion, that ſlender dif- 
| courſe then gave you, then I deſire to do ; for 
that God made uſe of me as an happy Inſtrument 
| ' to giveit you, And I farther aſſure you, that 
| | your preſent viſit is ſo much the more welcome 
| to me, becauſe it brings me the good news, that 
you are (without Dippeng ) of Aſteritas, become 
| Sreriftus, of an unſetled Chriſtian in this point, 
a ſetled, and confirmed one. Burt ſeeing you will 
| yet paſſe under your old name, aRing A##+ if 
ſtil, when you are another man. J ſhall not m+- 
| ſtake you for the party you reſolve but to Perſo- 
| nate, 
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| | Dialog.: of Infant Baptiſm. 
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' nate. Only, I muſt warn you of one thing,thar 
you will not (out of charity to your new per-| 
ſwaſion)put forth leſſe ſtrength of oppoſition, or| 
cake eaſier ſatisfaRtion , in any thing in Diſpute | 
between us, then if you were really Mr. 4ſters- 
| Qu till. 
||| Tamvery well pleaſed, Sr, that my charge 
yields you ſo much context, and my ame ſo much 
mirth, And, (as to your Caution,) I ſhall aſſure 
you to do my beſt to find you more work , and 
| hope, God will effectually carry you through 
it, todo it to the purpoſe. And to encourage 
| you therein, I aſſure you, upon mine own know- 
*\ | | ledge, that Iam not the only man, upon whom 
1| | | your laſt Diſcourſe hath had this effect : bur 
ſome others, who were ſerious in their diſſatisfa- 
1| | | tions, as I was, have, by the bleſſing of God, 
\ | | | cen reduced to the Practice of Infart-bapriſm , 
(| | | #hich they formerly forbare, as I did , becauſe 
they knew not how to practice aright. 

I ſcarce dare to hope, Neighbunr, that any of 
my poor labours ſhould return into my boſome, 
{|| | with ſo amplea reward, as the ReduRtion of any 
oneſtraying Sheep, into the Fold of my Maſter, 
when firſt beſtowed that pains upon you. And 
when I ſaw what effe& it had in your particular , 
1e\ | [Icbought my ſelf ſufficiently apaid, in your ſa- 
ar| | |sfaction And therefore (confidering mine own 
ſlenderneſſe, which I my ſelf beſt know) I ſhould 
very much ſuſpeR the truth of this farther Intel- 
i ligence, but that the experience I have of you- 
| Piety, aſſures me that you dare not lie, for God 
glory, much lefſe for my encouragement. How: 
| ever, if any ſuch ſucceſſe hath ( beſides expe: 
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After... | 


Peadc. 


Aſter. 


pag. 35. 


C——_— 


tion) followed my weak endeavours, I ſhali , 


1 hope, fing from my heart the Firſt verſe of the 


115. Pſalm, Not unto me, Lord, nt wnto me, but 
'o rhy Name be the praiſe. . Only, (becauſe ſuc- 


| ceſſe in a good way, is a providential Call to go 
[on init) I ſhall make ſo much uſe of ir, asto 


proceed inthe buſineſſe in hand with fo much the 
more encouragement, and Faith, And fo , the 
Lord blefle our Diſcourſe, and grant, that ſome 
farcher Light may be gained thereby, to the1l- 
luftration of that neceſſary, yet too little Study- 
ed Point, the Praftical uſe of that precious, en- 
g-ging Ordinance, 1 pray you therefore, let me 
know, in what Particulars you deſire to be better 


informed, concerning the Subje& inhand, and 


T' ſhall be contented to be led by. you in the 
matter, and Method of our enſuing dif- 
courſe, 

Firſt, then, Sir, Alchough you led me into 
the underſtanding of many pretious truths, con- 
cerning the way of improving Infant-Baptifme 
practically, yet I remember you omitted one 
( and that a Principall ) uſe of Baptiſm, where- 
in eAdminiſtration at the yeares of Diſcretion, 


| ſeemes to have the advantage, of /nfant- Baf- 


tiſme , viz, [in the Aſſnrance of Remiſſion of 
fins: | 

And Secondty, you Suggeſt ayother, which to 
ſome, ( and thoſe, ſober men ) ſeems dubious; 
viz, [the probability of conveighing attual jt 
ſtification, and Regeneration unts ſome Infants 
the very Adminiſtration.) In both which partr 
culars, I deſire to be farther inſtructed by you, 
at our entrance. Some other things I ſhall ſug: 


The prafficall uſe Dialog.z | 


gelty 


2 [|Dialog.2 of Infant Bapriſen. 


| geſt to you, when theſe are diſpatched. 


- 


—_— — 


It.is true, as to the 'former of theſe particulars, 


our former diſcourſe was deficient; and the /arer 
was not fo fully delivered, as to remove all ſcru- 


ples; And thetefore I thank you, that you put. 


|\me in mind of them, and ( upon [the account of 


that courteſie) I ſhall endeavour to give 
you as ample fatisfation in them as 1 
may. | | 

Fiſt, therefore, I acknowleds Remiſſion of 
fins, a ſpecial part of the Spiritual grace ſealed; 
in Baptiſm. And I wirhall ſuppoſe, that I can 
prove, (contrary to what you ſay) That in the 
ſealing of this mercy, Infant- Baptiſm, hath the 
advantage of Baptiſm at riper years, as well as 
in the other particulars, inſiſted upon in our for- 
ner diſcourſe. But, ſuppoſe I could not, it is 
mough (notwithſtanding) to your fatisfa&ios, 
FI proveit »o /eſſe »ſeful. For ſuppoſing the 
balance weigh but even in this particular, yet it 
wil follow, that no man need remove bs Baptiſm 
atyears of diſcretion, fur a benefit Which Infant- 


( their ſt place; and afterwards deſcend to offer 
| youa conſideration or two, to clear the proba- 
biliy (atleaſt) of my frf propoſition. Onely, 
(for>rders ſake) I muſt intreate you to acquaint 


| me therein you conceive the advantage tolic 
| on yur fide in this particular, and IT deubt not 


to ſhw you your miſtake therein. 
In his, Sir, that the preſent application of the 
Sacranental Element, to an underſtanding per- 


| Byptiſm as fully exhibited, as Baptiſm at thoſe | 
"| yea's cando, Now this /ater I will undertake in 


ſor, is a preſent attual aſſurance ofthe Grace ſea-| 
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, The pratticall uſe. 


led which toan Infant incapable of underftand- 
ing cannot beſo: and the looking back to the 
baptiſine received in Infancy, at yeares of diſcre- 
tion, receives wuch diſadvantage in point ofthe 
livelineſſe of appiication, by-' the diſtance of} 
time betweene the Ordinance, .and the uſe thus 


If the advantage he on the Anabaptiſts ſide in 


this particular, that advantage nwſt be botrom- | 


ed on this ground, | rhat the ſealing «ffacacy of | 


a ſacrament is tied tothe 14me of adminiſtration : }| 


adminiftration, is leſſe prevalest to aſſure the be- 
nfirs ſealrd, then thit which arcompanies ut," 
Neither of which, will eaſily be granted by me, 
or(4 ſfuppoſe)by any intelligent perſon, that ſtu- 
dies the nature of ſacraments, and the experience 
of Chriſtians in them. 

| As tothe f;r/t of thoſe grounds, Iam aſſure, | 
that Sacraments were never intended by God 0 
exert their vertue onely in, or d#ri»7 the Admin- 
ftration. For then, it would follow that the B:p- 


[tiſme once received, at whatever ape, is no ar- | 


ther to be improveb by the party receivingit , 
and ſo, either Baptiſm muſt be alcogether aoar- | 
ren Sacrament all our gives, but only durin; the 
little time of its adminiſtration : or elſe, D ze- 
ew the benefit thereof, we muſt ofcen ren: 7 the 
adminiſtration it ſelfe. And in the other (acra-: 
ment, I doubt not, but your owne expeience, 
and the experience of many other Chrictans , 
mult teſtifie, that, to their oc: ſenſible reeiving 
; benefit by it during the time of adminiſtntion, 
they have found the advantage of it aftervwd, | 


P33 
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Dialog.:' 


made of it. | 


or at leaſt, [that that which followes the time of | 
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of 1 nfant Baptiſm. 
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ten times. And moreover ſuch a principle as 

chis where it is ( I know not from what ground) 

taken up by tender-hearted, and ſcrupulous Com- 
municants, hath beene found, by my ſmall expe- 

rience in the affaires of rroubled Confſciences, a 
very great ſnare whiles they have come to the or- 
dinance with ſuch expectarions of preſent ſenſible 
benefr, and being defeated therein, gone away 
with great conſternation of ſpirit, concluding 
chemifelves unworthy receivers, and drawing all 
the ſad conſequences of unworthy receiving upon 
chemſelves, to diſcourage themſelves from ap- 
prozching - againe ; 

By conſequence therefore, Baptiſme admini- 
ſtred at Infant-age, may at after- yeares, yield its 
vertue and efficacy as well, (poſltbly as early to þ 
oxe then baptized, as baptiſme at yeares of diſcre- 
tion, to 4yorher to whom then it 1s adminiſtred : 
ſeeing God is not bound to make the Ordinance 
efficacious at the preciſe time of adminiſtration, 
either to the one, or to the ocher. 

But, however, to /ome adult perſons you will 
grant, the pre/ent operation of the ſacrament w:th 
the a1miniſftration. If it then be but p-Yible to 
the 1dult, and i-250//ib/e to Infants(as indeed it is) 
co feele the preſent efficacy of the ordinance, ] 
conceive hereinis a ſufficient diſadvantage to In- 
fant-Bapriſme. 

- I ſhall not diſpute the poſlibility on either 
hand , but, granting what you fay therein, 1 
ſhall onely enquire of 'you, whence the ſacra 
| m-nt of B apti/me us rendred thus affetaal, as to 
give a preſent actual aſſurance of Remiſſion of 
| {fins to any perſon ? Is it barely ſrom the pirir of 
| Goa 


ls 


 , Thepratticall wſe 


PI— 


Ged cooperating with-it? Or, is it fromthe #1» | 
derſtanding application of the things fignitied tn, 
and with the figne, alfo ? | 
- Surely, from 4orh together. | 

Then furely, Infant-Baptiſme, aFed over a- 
gainupon azether in my preſence, may doe no 
lefle in this kind, thenif it were then, and there 
adminiſtred to mee in mine owne perſon. For 


bee attu3lly, and as effetually made by anunder- | 


the very ſubject of that application. Tis but the 
annexing of this ſhort meditation, to what 1s | 
then (aid and done, 
X — Aſutato nomine de me, 

T bis Was once done to me, Which ts now atted on | 
the per/an of that Infant, God [peakes that to me 
wow in; hrs perſon, what hee ſpake to me then in 
mine owne. | 

An as for the concurrence of the Syirir, 1 ſup- 
poſe you allow him to bea free agent, that like | 
the wind, blowes when, and Where he liſteth, and 
therefore, by the after-meditation of Baptiſme 
received in Infancy, upon ſuch an occaſion, it is | 
as poſſible, I may receive this Aſſurance by his 
concurrence, as if I my ſelfe were then, and 
there the ſubject of the Adminiſtration. | 

But however, Sr, the ſccond ground before 


mentioned may turne the ſcales on. the Anabap- 
tiſts ſide in this particular. For ſurely, though 
it ſhould be true, that the ſealing vertae of In- | 
fant- Baptiſme may be received, as truely many | 


Dialog.2 | 


furely, che morall application of the ſignes may |. 


ttanding Chriſtian, putting himſelfe in the place | 
of anather to whom it is applied, as if hee were | 


yeares after, as that' of Baptiſme at yeares, - | 
| the 
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Dialog.2 of Infant Baptiſm. 


|the perſons arealike conſidered, in both Sacra- 


the moment of adminiſtration : yet, ' that ſeal- 
ing efficacy is more ſtrong'and powerfull, under 
a preſent application, then afterwards. 

I told yon allo before, that this ſecond 
ground would admit of as much diſpute, asthe 
former. For if the aſſurance be given, by the 
ſame ſpirit, at the one or other ſeaſon, it is 
ſtronger or weaker according to the greater or 
leſfer meaſure of cooperating influence from that 
fpirit. But it may be you will abftra& the conſi- 
deration of the ſupernaturall Agent, in this caſe, 
and looke onely, to theeffeR; as it' depends up- 
= an applicatory' uſe of the adminiſtration it 
e Ee, o W 3-4 ; of 


particular, ſo ſoone let goe my hold of this Ar- 
gument, when I conſider, that 'in the admi-| 
niſtration of the other Sacrament, we chooſe 
rather to receive the Elements with their particu- 
lar application in the Sacramentall words, our 
ſelves, then to ſtand and looke on whiles they 
are adminiſtred to others, andI conceive upon 
the /-me ground: becauſe therein wee apprehend 


nation of the benefits ſealed, and ſo ſappoſe it 
to be more morally operative of the aflurance 


a more dire, immediate, and particular obſig- | 


therein exhibited. Now in this caſe, there} 
ſeemes to be par ratio, alike reaſon in both Sa- 
craments. 

Suppoſe it, yet it will only hold the ſame,when 


ments, which I conceive, is not done, as you 
lay the caſe. The perſon, 1 ſuppoſe, making 
his advantage of Baptiſme adminiftred to ano- 


—— 


-.. ther, 


| 
You rightly 'ghelle, :r, and IT cannot in that Aft i. 
0 
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| | 


ſo. The perſon you ſuppoſe, making advar- 
rage of the Lords Supper adminiſtred to another, 


Dialog. 


cher, is. one, who hath received. it himſelfe al. 


isa bare Spectator, not having communicated 


Sacraments it may be. Lay the caſe then, thus. 
A man thart hath, it may be, received the Sacra- 


therein himſelfe alſo : and fo the caſe is not 
the ſame, as to the perſons, though; as to the! 


mentall Elements of the Lorcs Supper, himſelfe, 
is withall, preſent at. the admin;ſtration of it to. 
others, AndI would faine know, whether he 
may not draw as effectuall an aſſurance from. it 
as ſo,, adminiſtred, putcing himſelfe by applica- 
tory meditation, in thecaſe of every other part 
cular receiver, as he did: er might, when he bim- 
felfe was the particular ſubject of the adminiſtra- 
rion.? .For my. part, I judge he may. Other- 
wiſe, when any particuler perſons have received 
the Elements themſelves, 1 know not why they 
ſhould chinkthemſelves obliged{as to their owne 
benefht)ro continue thetr preſence at the admi- 
nitration thereof to others : but(as: beggars at 
a dole)when they are ſerved, depart, not mind- 
ing at allwhat others receive. 


am not of the mind, but that the conſideration 
of the very circumſtance of [»fant adminifts ati- 


promote Aſſuranae of my particular remiſlion, 
was done to my /elfe; nor leſſe then actuall Bap- 


tiſme would be, ifI were the preſent ſubje& of| 
that adminiſtration, at yeares of capacity. Fo! 


| me 


-_ 


But, ſuppoſe your caſe were right laid, yetI\ 


on in the caſe of Bapriſme, is of ſpeciall efficacy to 


when by occaſion of the ſame adminiſtration vp-|}} 
on others, I am- led to an application of what 


——— 
rene 


1 


| 


aſſDialog.2 — of Infant Beptiſm. = 


meethinkes, I could thus, upon: fach an occaſi- 
on, plead it out. with God, and;in pleading, 
warke it upon my felfe. Lord, 1 um in this ad- 
df] |ainiſtration minded of an Att of Oblsvion long 
Xt [once ſealed to me When { was in theiſame capacity 
ei [wich youder Infant. 1 have often pleaded 5t, 
s.\f| |(t+hon knoweſt )at thy T brone of. grace , and beene 
a= | 4s often tempted to dowbt whether my plea were 
e, || [admitted or 10. Sametimes, the, geatueſſe of 
ol [wy ſinnes, ſometimes the weakeneſſe of my faith, 


it] |flatneſſe of my prayers, and (in all of theſe and 
a-|| [many particulars more) the wnwortbyneſſe of my 
|| [per/orn, have diſcomraged me... Brut Lord, am 1 
n- || | now wore #nWorthy to receive the. mercies them- 
a- ||| [{elves, then T was #t-that time to-receive theſeale 


— 


ed|f| |to me, When 1 could not un the largeſt charity, 
ey|j| [5 ſuppoſed to have any thing of perſovall worth, 
ne || [to plead for it. 1.defpre now no other pardon then 
ni-|i} | what thow ſealedſt then, What { was neceſlati- 
at|f] |ly woyd of then; { now ſtrip my ſelfe of volunta- 
1d-|ff |rily. «1nd ſpall 1 be leſſe favourably enter- 

[rained by thee, becauſe I now (ee, confeſſe, be-' 
til |waile mine owne. unWorthyneſſe, which was 5n- 
on} [deed the [ame then, but unſeene,. unconfeſſed, 


ti. || lard rnnbewailed ? Sarely thox thet blotteſt om | 


ol} [tranſgreſſions for thine awne names ſake, canſt 
on, || |? leſſe glorifie thy Name, by pardoning a peni- 
up- jfent, confeſſing former, When. ont of his owne 
hat|| [99992h thou might'ſt condemne him, then by ex- 
ap- 25a the ſame pardon, to a ſinner, that want- 
 offf jed an heart to repent, and a mouth to confeſſe. | 


he the defetts of wy repentance, the famtneſſe and|\ 


r-|| lof them? Surely thou didff then ſeale free pardon |. 


For Thus you ſee how I could improve the Infant- 


| 


+ | - _admini- 


| Afer, 


| ] Pads. 
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{ the- pardon of attwall fin, to them who after- 


| thoſe who needed it only for the pardon of or5- 


-adminiſtration of Baptiſme,”to ſtrengthen Aſſu-|Iþ 
 rance of remiffion of fins, mahy years after. . || 
Yea: but $3r,. Infant Baptiſme at moſt can||{; 
| onely give the Aſſurance of the' remiſſion of Or+-|Þ 
| giall ſin, ſeeing the party-to "whom it was || 
then ſealed, could be capable of no other ; ''ſo.|{mi 
| that either Baptiſme here by, «muſt be'confined, 
to that o»/y,* its ſealing act:, or elſe, if it be[[ſea 
alſo a. ſeale of the' remiftion of ata fins, tf 

will need a: ſecond adminiſtration applicableto 
perſons, whenthey: have ſuperadded the guilt 
of them alfo. \\ oo ht S3be, 
| Neither your a5/emma, nor the ground of it, |[ 
veiphbour, offers any violence to the *docrine |ſj 
before delivered; For (as to'the proud) it will 

not follow 'from the incapacity” 6? aSwet ouile || 
inthe ſubjet of Infant-Baptiſme, that God ſeals 
only to ſach a ſubjet the- pardon of original [ſou 
fin. Indeed, | as Infant- Bapti/or Jit moſt prima- 
rily and properly reſpe&s original fin,the ſin of 
the party to whom it is then adminiſtred. "But 
fas Bapriſm] I know not'whathinders, but that 
God may alſo beforehand extend that ſeale to- 


wards ſhould commitit. T amaflured circamci- 
ſion was not only thefſeale of remiſſion of ſins to. 


gi»all guilt, but alſo to thoſe' who afterwards 
contracted the pile df aZwall fins, For the A- 
poſtle tells us it was a /eale of the righteonſneſſe of 
faith ; and 1o' ſealed righteouſneſſe to thoſe: 
who were'capable of applying it by faith (who 
were attxal ſinners) as well as to thoſe whole age 


rendred them uncapable _of atuall believing. 


"—_—. » - 
—_— M.A 


2} L ial08.2 | of Infant Baptiſm. T7 [ bk 
- [ſnd indeed to ſetforth therich grace of Godin | J 
|[Þpardoning, and the compleate efficacy of Chriſts | 
rtisfaction, in- procuring the pardon of ſin, it _ 
{was very much conducible to Gods glory in | 
both ; to ſeale pardon of a&xal fin before com- | 
miſlion of it, though not to apply it aF#aly, be-| i 
fore commitſiion and repentance, For ſo, in| | 

ſealing to man in his Infane Age, the pardon of 
thoſe fins which afterwards he ſhould commit, 
God doth in effect tell him,(and. that roundly 
and fully )cthat the Originall ſpring of pardoning 
[and reconciling grace, . is in liimſelfe, who found | 
t, |]sranſome before we ſought it, that he is the firſt | J9Þ 33+ 24 
ie {fin that work, ſeeing he prevents the very com- 
M:Jmifſion of, and much more, the repentance for 
It |Jour ſins, by bringing us under a gracious ſealed | 
Is |]Covenant of pardon, before capacity of actuall 
4 \Jguilt. Nor doth he herein, lefle clearly and 
i- [Fully ſpeake our the compleatneſle of the efficacy 
Xt ifof Chriſts blood ſealed in Baptiſme, by letting 
It [Jus know, that our God before hand accepted 
It | Ithat-attonement for us, which in time he applies 
O|Jto us, and the favour of Chriſt propitiatory ſa- | 
- | crifice, hath aſcended into his noſthrils, and 
F- |Jbath virtually - attoned him to us, before the 
0 | [blood of the Covenant runs forth upon us in the 
- [Order of goſpel-application, to our actuall re. | 
Is | conciliation. 

-[] And hereby you may ſee alſo ze horn of your 
f | [lemma ſawed off, ſeeing I do not confine the 
e| efficacy of Baptiſme, though adminiftred in In- 
O\Flancy, to Original fin onely. 


ef And as forthe orher , it being cleared in the 
- | Former diſcourſe, that a ſeale of forgiveneſſe, | 
d'y » an: even 
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Aſter. 


i even of aQuall ſin, may (without abſurdity) be 
ſaid to be adminiſtred before it can be actually 


| vertue of that which was before received, extends 


_ 


iting the Aſſurance of r:miſſion of (ins) 1nfav 


afterwards, and is as often applicable, as he 


applied by therecetver ; there will no neceſſity 
appear of adminiftring ir a ſecond time, at years 
of capacity for actuall application: becauſe the 


it ſelfe through the whole courſe of a mans life 


commits, and repents of aQtuall fin. And if it 
were but fo, yet there is another Sacrament, of- 
ten tobe received , which would abundantly 
ſupply the defect of this, ſeeing it ſealesthe ſame 
Srace, remiſſion of ſins 1n the blood of Chriſt. 
Sir, I muſt confeſle my ſelfe much obliged to 
you for your copious enlargement upon this head, 
whereinT ſuppole it convenient both for your 
felfe, and me, to pauze a while. For yorr /elfe, 


becauſe I doubt, you may. be tired, by follow-|| 


ing me in my weake and prolix reafoning : and 
for me, becauſe I have nothing of moment to re- 
ply at preſent that may deſerve your farther ſtay 
thereon. Eſpecially, when conſider, that you 
and I may, by Gods providence, meete again, 
and to I ſhall have other opportunities of recet- 
ving farther ſatisfaction from you hereafter,ifup- 
on farther thoughts, 1 ſhall ſee need ro require 
it; wherefore, I ſhall preſume, (if you pleale)to 
demand thoſe conſiderations in the next place 
from you, which you promiſed, to conclude it 
probable at leaſt, rhat(ix this point of promo- 


Bapriſme, hath the advantage of B.pts/me A 


miniſtred at riper years. 


I remember, that I lie under ſuch an engage- 
| | ment | 


|| moſt abſtracts from the conſideration, of any 
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|ment, and I know no reaſon you have to account 


it any preſumption 1n.you, to ſue a confeſſed 
debt. In a few words therefore, I ſhall endea- 
your ſatisfaction both to it, and you, 

| Firſt therefore, to meit ſeems probable (at| 
leaſt)that to the aſſurance of pardon on Gots 
'part,(for Sacraments aſſure no otherwiſe, then 
by ſignifying and ratifying the grace of God in| 
the pardon of fins, they doe not aſlure, or ſeale, 

any qualifications for pardon) thoſe evidences | 
that lead moſt to the conſideration of grace as 

moſt free, are moſt effetuall, Now that In- 

fant-Baptiſme doth fo, rather then Baptiſme at 

yeares of diſcretion, I have already ſhowne in 

part, and ſhall more fully cleare anon. | 

Seconaly, It feemes to me no leſſe probable, 
that that evidence of pardoning grace which 


aifference betweene ſinnes, from: any imaginable 
aggravations, 1s likely to be moſt effectually 
aſluring. Now the evidence drawne from the 
ſealing of remiſlion in Baptiſme adminiftred in 
Infancy, is upon a peculiar account, ſuch, A 
pardon ſealed, before a capacity of atzall fin, 
which(inthe aggravating circumſtances thereof) 
puts the only difference between ſinner and ſin- 
ner ; gives equall hopes, and encouragements 
to all ſinners, and fo is alike applicable to every 
ones conſcience, to whome it is ſo ſealed, being} 


(laid hold on by faith. Now although the ſame 


grace, and that inthe ſame laticude, bee ſealed 
in Baptiſme at age, yet thar latitude is not alike 
vigbly held forth in the Adminiſtration of the 


Seale at that age, So that however the like 


3 


| 


grounds 
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! grounds of Aſſurance bee derivable from the 
Covenant, atany-Age, yetin the /ealing of tha 
Covenant at Infant- Age, the advantage apps 
| rently lyes, as tothat helpe, which theſeale (a 
diftin& from the Covenant) doth afford towar( 
it. Poſlibly, this may bee plainer to you, ifex 
emplified 1n the perſon of a Chriſtian, gather. 
ins Aſſurance thus. Sowle, why art thoy thui 
caſt dewne, and why art then diſquieted within 
me? Is it the gnilt of fin that diſtempers the, 
and diſturbs thy peace ? and What greater Aſſn 
rance canſt thou have, of tbe pardon of fin, thin 
Gods grations promiſe, and the ratification of i 
by his {edle in the ſacrament of Baptiſm ? Is mt 
that water, by ſignificatien, the blood of Chriſt 
through which we have redemption in the remiſſ: 
on of ſins? eAndis net the application of it ty 
thee, by Chriſts Miniſter in his name (as all att 
of Embaſſadours are which they performe by de 
putation from their Prince, ) as valid to looſe thn 
from thy guilt, as if hee in his owne perſon hai 
beene the adminiſtrator 2 Hath hee promiſedin 
vaixe, that whatſoever bis Miniſters looſe 
earth ſhall be looſed in heaven, Mat, 18. 18. an 
engaged his preſence in vaine to his Goſpell adm 
miſtrations to the worlds end ? Mat. 28, 20. 
If Chriſt then have opened thee a fountaine fu 
fin, and for uncleaneneſſe, as he bath, doe na 
thou ſhut it againſt thy ſelfe by an unbelieving 
excluſion of thy ſelfe fromit, 1s it the greatnueſ 
of thy guilt that di/conrageth thee ? T ake then in 
to thy ſerious conſideration, the ſeaſon of this gre 
cious Aft on Chriſts part. T hou had(t not indeti 
at that time contratted the guilt of any attudl 
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[ly, that Infant-Baptiſme in this uſe, is not #e- 


ren ———— _ 
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rudes of aggravations as ſince thou haſt, But he 
that then [aidto thee | ſonne, or daughter, I ſeale 
to thee the forgiveneſſe of thy ins] excepred 
not any ont of this number ; ( that had beene to 
have diſparaged his owne precious blood, whoſe 
greateſt bonour it is to be able towaſhout the deep» 
eft ſtains of guilt) yea, in ſealing the pardon be- 
fore the capacity of commiſſion, he ſealed the par- 
don of all that thou wer'ſt capable to commit, wp» 
on the ſame termes on thy part, upon which ke 
ſealed the pardon of any, viz. future faith and 
repentance. 


the breſts of it,even againſt the greateſt guilt. 
And thus much ſhall ſuffice me to offer for 
the aſſerting the probability of greater evidence 


pardon, by and from /»faxt-6apri/me, then 
from the ſame adminiſtration at riper yearr: 3! 
whereof you may judge as you pleaſe , upon 
your owne private thoughts. It is enough to me 
(however) to have proved (asI ſuppoſe) evident- 


hind Baptiſme at riper years, and in many others, 


me, concerning this ſubje&? 

Yes, Sir, for whereas (asI before told you) 
you aſſert p. 5. of your former booke, a prova- 
bility of Gods beſtowing grace upon (ome Chilarer 

in the inſtant of baptiſme, viz. upon eleft Chil 
dren, dying in Infancy, and that, not only j: 


ns, much leſſe, aippea them in graine, by multi-, 


Improve therefore Gods baptiſmall | 
Covenant with thee in Infancy, tothe utmoſt lati- | 
tude, and poſſibly thou maiſt draw 4ſſurance from | 


(at leaſt in ſome reſpeRs) to the Aſſurance of} . 


befere it, Have you any farther imployment for | 


B 3 rejativs. 
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ſifying,but /ancrifying : and p. 23. you doe, i: 
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relation to ſanRification, allow Sacraments a 
| phyſical influence towards the conveyance there- 
of unto the ſoule : (and ſo Baptiſme phyſically 
co ſanftifie ſome infants,) as well as a moral 
influence towards the working of holineſle by 
the uſe of reaſon, and faith in perſons who at 
yeares of deſcretion come to make uſe of 
| chem. In both of theſe particulars I find ſome 
ſober and pious men diſſatished, in the former 
with the dof7rixe : inthe /ater with the expreſſi- 
| ow. And therefore I mult intreate your ground; 
| for the former, and your ſex/e of the /ater. 
Pa. I ſhall very willingly endeavour your fatisfa- 
tion, and in you, theirs, For (although rhe for- 
mer of thoſe paſſages be ſomewhat eccentricall to 
my maine diſcourſe in that book, and I expreſle it 
only dubiouſly, as not finding fo ſure a footing 
as I could deſire in ſo darka point , and the /a- 
ter be a phraſe thatT lay no great weight upon, 
| ſo thatit doth not much concerne me whether 
they be owned or diſowned . yet) I ſhall be fo 
| tender of any ſober mens ſatisfaction , that 1 
ſhall not willingly leave you or them ſcrupled in 


farasI can prevent it. When therefore1 hinted 
to you the probableneſſe of a poſſibility (for that is 
| the higheſt pin that I dared reach to in this point) 

| that juſisfying and ſantifying grace, may be be- 
ſtowed upon ſome Infants in Baptiſme + I did it 
upon theſe grounds, and conſiderations. 

F I. That ;«ſt: fication 3nd /anctification are the 
| principall graces that baptiſme ſeales on Gods 
part, all other mercyes and favours depending 


—__——_—— 


| any word that drops from my tongue or pen, as} | 
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upon them, which, in the former branch, viz. 


7uſftifying | 
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| Covenant of grace, the ſeale is bapriſme. This 
kale therefore accordins to the nature of a ſeale, 


@aright to the benefits of that Covenanr, to rhe 


tereſled are of ſeverall capacities, for in adult or 
| growne perſons juſtification comsto be beſtowed 
[upon believing , and ſanctification, inthe atten- 


1-nor uſe the meanes in which faich is wrought 


— ——  —_— 


Puſtifying grace, I ſuppoſe none ever called in 
Queſtion: and asto the later, /an&i/ying grace, 
I ſhall endeavour to cleare anon, in caſe any' 
ſhould doubt of it.  #Y-" 
2. That it is generally agreed by our Divines 
that the Sacraments are not »#da ſigna, bare 
fignes of the grace they ſignify. The generall 
ſignification of the word /eale, applied by the 
Apoſtle, Rom, 4.11, to circumciſion, fſuting 
unto every Ordinazce of the ſame generall nature 
with it; we have learned to call all Sacraments 
(being ſuch in that generall) /ea/es of the (ove- 
nant of grace. Now a ſeale, doth not only rati- 
fy a deed, but alſo legally convergh, by that rati- 
fication, a preſent right from party to party. * In 
the caſe in queſtion, the deed or writing 1sthe- 


doth both ratsfy - Gods Covenant, and coxvergh 


perſons to whom it is adminiſtred, 
3. (Becauſe in this Covenant the perſons in- | 


dance upon the outward and ordinary meanes 
of working it, but infants can neither believe 


(therefore) I ſuppoſe I had cauſe to conclude, 
that God juſtifies them upon another acconnt . 
and fanCtities them in another way, then thoſe 
that are of age. And (by conſequence) that 
baptiſme now (as circumciſion of 01d) ſeales and 
conveighs to them, theſe graces, according to 


— 
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theſame difference. And in this particular, 1 


ſhall tell you by the way, what a godly and 
learned miniſter writes tome, As 5» the bodily 
life ( ſaith he) one organ is the inſtrument of nou- 
riſhment to the Child in the Womb, another When 
borne -. ſoin the conveighance of [pirituall life, 
*tis one way to a Child, another toone of yearer, 
F.r this is not the moſt univerſal propoſution of the 
Goſpell, [ He that beleeveti ſhall be ſaved :*] bar 
this, Ne that hath the Son hath iife, and he that 
hath nor the Son, hath not life. ] Now Ged gives 
his Son by the Spirit and we receive him by faith: 
but God can ſpypply the want of that hand in a 
Child, by dyepping into his month what he can- 
not recesve with his hand, as 1 may ſo ſay. 

4 . (Becaufe we have noclear light to deter- 
mine the exa&. ſeaſon of Gods bettowing thele 


Sraces 0n Infants, .and they are alike capable of 
thei at all times after the Covenant takes hold of 
them) I propounded it as not impoſlible nor-im- 
probable, that in that Ordinance which con- 
veighsa /erall right rorhem, God may put them 
in poſſ:ſ/ion ef them. 1 doe not fay, that he 'can- 
not or doth not beſtow them on thoſe that dye 
unbaptized , nor that God hath appointed that 
Orairance fer that purpoſe (atleaſt, ſo as we 
may lay any ſtreſle of faith upon it, certainly to 


—— 


expect it therein :) but only that there ſeemes to 
be a probability, that God (who uſeth to convey 
Stace byOrdinances, where he affords opportuni- 
ty and capacity to enjoy them) may in Baptiſm 
(the only Ordinance that Infants come under) 


beſtow on them the pardon of fin, and ſanCtifica- 
Lion of nature. | 
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| m:s//ion of fins, and acceptation of our perſons, | 
| through the impatation of C hriſts r ighteouſneſſe : | 
|nor ſ[anttification, but that participation of the | 
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5. (Bccauſe we have no ground to extend this 
Charity to all Infants; no nor to all Infants of 
believing parents, divers of whom , it appears, 
may live, and dye unjuſtified and unfanctified; 
therefore)I farther advanced,to limic my Charity 
in this particular. And to this purpoſe, conſidering | 
that EleQion is, confeſſedly, the immutable rule 
according to which God juſtifies, and ſantifies, I 
was cautious of extending (with Dr. ard, and 
others) the sksre of juſtifying, and the /eed of ſan- 
Rifying grace to any non-elected. For was not, 
nor am I ſatisfied, that the Juſtification,or ſanRi- } 
fication of Infants, is of azother nature, then the 
juſtification; and ſanRtification of grown perſons, | 
though beſtowed in avorher way. I know no 
j#ftification, but that which conſiſts in the re- | 


devine nature, that ſced of God, of which Peter 
and John ſpeake; and therefore I cannot extend 
quſtification and ſanCtification to all infants vi- 
ſibly under the Covenant, or upon that account 
baptized, becauſe I am perſwaded it cannot be 
done, without* ſuppoſition of falling away from 
faving grace, feeing many ſuch fall away, and| 
periſh everlaſtingly. And here alſoI ſhall once 
more quote the words of the ſame reverend may 
in the fame Letter. I conceive (faith he, being 
by me asked- his judgment in this point ){hange 
of Covenant, and change of Image are inſepara- 
ble. And that Baptiſme ſealer that Intereſt 
which men have before they are baptized, nay 


| before they are borne ;, Look how they are written | 


#3. 


—_—— 


in the recoras of eternity, (Eleft, or »on-E left) [o 


it ſcales, as alſo doth the other Sacrament ; a vi- 
fble right by vertme of their viſible Intereſt, an 


invifible right, by vertne of their inviſible inter- | 


eſt, if any ſuch they have at all, Which God only 


knoweth, & de ſecretis non judicat Eccleſia, [e- | 
| cret things belong to God, but things revealed to us 


and our ('hildres. 
6. (Becauſe, of E!e& Infants, ſome die.in 
infancy, and others live to yeares of diſcretion) 


| I knew no reaſon to conclude, that God would 


break his owne Ordinary rode of beſtowing theſe 
Sraces in Infant Age,upon thoſe that live to the 


{ ufe of means appointed to that end. And I ſup- 


poſe (excepting the caſe of Joby the Baptift , 


who yet may be looked on, as ſo privileged up- ! 
on an extraordinary account,.ts wit, that Dy a, 
miraculous inſtin&t, he might beare witneſle to 


Chriſt, as his forer#xxer in the wombe, as well as 


{inthe wilderneſſe) it can hardly be aſſerted de- 
fafs, Concerning any one that-ever lived to a || 


perfect uſe of reaſon, that he was juſtified and 
ſanRifyed from the wombe, or any period of In- 
fancy whatſoever ; Nor have we any Scripture 
warrant to expect it. Nay, it were againſt the 
very end for which God appoints the uſe of 
meers : ſeeing by beſtowing ſaving grace out of 
them to thoſe who live to. enjoy them ., God 
would in a fort make voyd his owne Inſtitutions. 
For what need of them when the ends of them 
may be otherwiſe attained > I confeſſe, grace is 
wrought in ſome very early, poſlibly in Child- 
hood, but ordinarily, *tis after they come under 
catechizing. 

Upon 
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bold to adde another limit to my probable aſſer- 
tion ; to wit, their ot /urviving an Infaxt-age : 
or (as I there expreſſe my ſelfe ) rhar ſuch as 
(being Eleited) dye in Infancy, are onely the 
ſubjects of thismy Clarity. 

And herein I having asked the advice of ano- 
ther godly and reverend miniſter, as moſt in this 
nation, he returnes me this Anſwer, As to that 
particular concerning Elett Infants that dye be- 
fore afluall faith, 1 doe altogether concurre with 
you, and I hate the conſent of tWo able Divines 
whim I conſulted of late, the rather, that you 
might be the better per[waded and enconraged to 
adhere to that opinion. 

Now I know no reaſon why any one ſhould be 
offended at me for a propoſition fo warily laid 
downe, and that under the favour of ſo many 
received Orthodox principles. 

But Ssr, I have heard itobjected againſt this 


| [dodtrine, that hereby you give no more ground 


of hope to parents, of their Childrens ſalvation, 
then the Anabaprtiſts give, or then we may 
have of Heathens Children, ſeeing the Anabap- 
tift ſuppoſeth Infants may be juſtified, and fan- 
| Ctified according to the Eleftion, as well as you. 
And the Children of Heathens may (for any 
thing we know) be elefed, as well as ours. 

Both theſe objections, (I conceive) doe not 
prejudice my opinion at all. For frft, the «1- 
»abaptiſt ownes Elefion, but doth not owne 
the Covenant, And ſo he hath (according to 
his principles) no ſpeciall ground to derive his 
hopes of Ele&ion with relation to Children, 
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Upon theſe conſiderations therefore, I made 
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downe to the caſe of this or that particular. 
But we that owne the Covenant of God to us, 
andall our feed, can ſay upon good grounds, we 
are perſwaded of the Ele&tion, and falvation of 
| fuch and ſuch a Child dying in Infancy, becaulz 
| | a viſible ſtanding under the Covenant of grace to 
any particular perſon, who by any declared for- 
feiture hath not juſtly cut himſelfe off therefrom, 
gives ſufficient grounds of Charity to judge 
that fuch an one is Eleted, and ſhall be faved 
| Though ſome of them may be neither, For it 
(followes not, that becauſe we aſlert a Charity 
grounded on a probability of Eletion, and fal- 
vation, to our Jnfants as our Infants, from their 
Intereſt in the Covenant, that therefore we muſt 
inferre a neceſſity of an acuall donation of all 
the bleſſings held forth in the Covenant, to all of |} |y 
them. Becaule a viſible ſtanding in the Cove-|fj |y 
nant binds me to extend the ſame Charity to hy-||j | y 
pocrites, and yet God doth not take himſelfe|fj | 
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bound by that Covenant to give them grace and || 
F ſalvation, to whom we may and muſt hope, he 
hath given them. | | c 

And, (as for the Childrew» of Heatheys) 1 
know they may (for ought we know) be under} | 
Gods EleQion; but whiles they are Infants, ||| |:/ 
and ſo ſhew not any ſigne ofacuall vocation (as|| |, 
indeed they cannot) and their parents are appa- | [h; 
rertly without the Church; Thave no ground to|}j |/; 
conclude any of them Eleted ; becauſe Ifind|f |C 
the whole body of Heathens (as fuch) excluded |Þj |r; 
the Covenant , which is the only warrantable|]j | þ; 
| | ground of my Charity. Eph. 2. 12. 
| | - Ina word, Ideſireno man to ſubſcribeto my| 
opinion. 
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opinion herein, except my greands ſatishie him, 
And though no man ſhould be ſatisfied either in 
my opinion, or the grounds of it, I ſhall not be 
offended at him. For if I be out of the way 
herein, I ſuppoſe it doth not a jot prejudice my 


{maine undertaking, ſeeing there are abundance 


more pricious uſes of 1nfant-Baptiſme, that 
ſtand upon ſurer grounds, though it ſhould be 
granted, | that it conveighs pardon of ſins or 
ſanRifying grace actually to none.'] And yet I 
thinke 1 was not to blame, that having ſome ap- 
prehenſions of a probability it might be ſo(which 
yet are very ſtrong upon me)] ſuggeſted it ro you 
as a conſideration not to be ſlighted, to induce 
you to preſent your Children to Baptiſm. 

For my part, $5r, I have no quarrell at you 
upon that account, Eſpecially ſeeing I perceive 
you lay no more ftreſſe upon it, nor obligation 
upon meto receive it. 1 ſhall therefore ceaſe 
your farther trouble in this particular ; and only 
defire your explication of the other expreſſion 
wherein you call Sacraments Phyſicall helps to 
convey theſe graces. What mean you thereby ? 

I meane no other, then that they are (as 
God pleaſeth to fill them) conduits of the frace of 
the Covenant, as I expreſſe my ſelfe p. 5 of my 
former booke. For the whole of my judgment 
herein is, that, | as Sacraments ( as divine| 


|/eals) conveigh a righr to the grace ſignified ; ſo 


God in the ſame Ordinances duely applied, may 
take the occaſion of deriving to the ſoule, in or 
by them, the faid grace, (though poſtibly with- 
out any morall or rationall improvements of 


them on our part) by the ſecret operation and 
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no Deum 
Fanquam or- 
gano wi, 
non eſt 4þ- 
ſurdum, 
.Calv.in E. 
pilt. 5.26, 


Aſter, 


iz. | influence of his owne Spirit ; in caſe, the want 
of ſuch perſonall improvement of them be our 


meere smpotency, not our guile. ] All that I 
herein aſfigne to Sacraments, 1s to be onely the 
way in which God comes to doe the. good held 


[forth inthem to the ſoule: whether it be apply- 


ing pardon, or conferring holyneſle, ſtrength, 
comfort, as a returne of our obedient owning of 
him in his owne Inſtitutions. And I knew not 
how to expreſle this way that brings God home 
to me or another, herein, better then by calling a 
Sacrament a Phyſical! help: as oppoled to ſuch 
an one as is meerely wora//, which contributes 
co the elect, only by the intervening of a mans 
owne faculties in a rationall way. And fureI 
am,Calviz faith altogether as much as T, See the 
margin. Bur I ſay herein, as (formerly) in the 
other Anſwer, Iam not fond of this asftintion 
more then of that opinzox ; if any one can ex- 
preſſe the ſame Notion better, I ſhall be glad to 
learneofhim. For Iam perſwaded of the thing, 
(and I think the experience of many growne 
Chriſtians will witneſle it in the other Sacrament) 
but not ſo indulgent to my owne faculty of ex- 
preſiing my ſelfe, but that I conceive I may very 
well undergoe the feru/e of many of my reverend 
brethren ; and where I ſee they corre} me w 
meaſure, ſhall doe 10. 

I ſuppoſe it is but reaſonable that you be allow- 
ed the liberty of cloathing your own notions in 
your own expre:.0ns. I nave only one thing more 
upon this head to exerciſe you withall,and that is, 
how you difference this doctrine of yours from 
the Papiſts, that hold, the Sacraments to be _ 
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receivers, as 1n all ofage baptized, and al |re- 
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[Etuall ex epere cperato, as they call it, affirming 
the bare receiving of them, to derive the benefits 
ſignified, and held forth in them ? 

My opinion herein ſtands at a great diſtance 
from theirs. Forby their doQtrine they make 
no difference, betweene good and bad, Ele or 
non-Ele&, in the participation of thoſe benefits. 
They hold,thar in Baptiſm, all Infants that receive 
it, are aftually regexerate ; whereas I reſtraine 
the efficacy of that Ordinance only to the Elect, 
and admit not all of them neither : for I exclude 
thoſe of the elect, that afterwards live, to live 
under meanes of regeneration, therefrom. 
And in the other Sacrament, they hold, that the 
wicked, and reprobates , eat panem Dominum, 
the body of the Lord, as well as payer Domins, 
the bread of the Lord, I reſtraine that benefit 
only to the Ele, and thoſe, truely regenerate, 
and actually prepared for the beleeving receptt- 
on of it, Hethat will ſee the exact ſenſe of the 
Papiſts in their doftrine of the opus operatum , 
may read Chemnitias in his Exames concikii 
Tr14. ſeſſ. 7' Can. 8. where from their ownie 


poſe, the opinion of the opus operaram, (in tk 11s 
caſe) to faithin the receivers ; and make tt 1is 
the difference betweene the Sacrament of the & 1d | 
and new Teſtament, thatin hoſe there was :re- 
quired faith, to the derivation of benefit fi« 5m 
them , bur in theſe, the ops eperarum, the 
worke done, is ſufficient wichout fairh , wh ich 


(where there 1s a capacity of actuall faich in the 


ceivers of the Lords ſupper) we abſolutely re- 


Schoolmen , he ſhewes that they direQly of > | 
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quire. Beſides in the caſe of bapri/m,,the Papiſts 
hold, that Bapriſme'in its receivers, works ſuch 
a renovation, as that there remaines no originall 
fin, at leaſt, under rhe proper notion of ſin, lo as 
to render them obnoxious to the wrath of God, 
and the damnation of hell. And this isthe effe&t 
of their ops operatam, in Baptiſme. On the 
contrary, I owne the :zherexce of Originall fn 
in Intants after Baptiſme, which abundantly ap- 
peares in the fraits it afterward brings forth, 
when they come to a capacity ofaRing eletive- 
ly : and that their Baptiſme doth no way take 
from 9Y:g5nall concnupi/cence the true and genuine 
nature of ſin. 

Onely , I ſuppole, a poſſibility, and pre- 
bability, thatin ſome ele infants, vsz, thoſe 
of them that dye in Infancy, the ſeaſon of Gods 
doing that. which all Chriſtians acknowledge 
is done at one time or other, before the ſe- 
paration of ſoule and body, (viz : their juſti- 
hcation, and renovation) 1s rather the time of 
baptiſme then any other time. And I muſt tell 
you, aid the Popiſt Doctrine of the opus opera- 
tum, extend no farther, then /»far Baptiſme ; 
and hold forth no more, then that God doth ar 
the time of Baptiſme, andin, and with the ad- 
miniſtration, juſtifie and ſanRihe ſome Infants, 
| I know no popery in it. For I find many Anti- 
papiſts write larger then this comes to. As,for 


lieving parents being ſincerely preſented to God in 


juH#ification, ſome ſay, that all the Infants of be- 


Baptiſme, are freed from the guilt of original ſin : 
but for a real Change, they utterly deny it, 
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| (though I ſuppoſe it will be hard to prove from| 
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| is annexed £0 that of vocation On one hand, and 
| o/orification on the other, And although there 
| be ſome difference to whicboftheſe two, (voca- 


farre from Popgry even in this point; both in 


| noram Iwilling to.doe it, partly, becauſe I am 


om| unwilling to contend. | . 
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the Scripture,that God ever wrought or promif | 
& to warke, a relative Change, without a yes | 
all. Tam fare, the Apoſtle Paulin that golden 
Chaine, joynes them, the linke of juſtification, 


tion or glorification) ſanlification belongs ; yet, 
I doe not find, but that all Orthodox divines, 
jadge it included in one, or both, ) 
Others, grant. both juſtification and ſanQift- 
cation in Baptiſme, but attirme the extent of 
them in too great a latitude ; to wit to all infants 
duely baptized, and not laying any impediment, 
of themſelves, to hinder the taking place of that 
grace, (which indeed no Infants can doe, when 
infants , and afterwards, it implyes a contra- 
diction to ſuppoſe an impediment may be layd to 
_—_ that grace that is received before in Infan- 
cy. 
of reverend man had a peculiar fancy, he 
ſuppoſed all ele&t Infants, to have pardon and 
the ſeed of grace in baptiſme, and this ſeed not 
extinct, though many yeares continuins in di- 
vers of them, till converſion. And yet all theſe 


their owne judgments, and eſteemed fo inthe 
Charity of others. I neede not name parties, 


loth to ſeeme ambitious of being knowne to 
diſſent from men of great names , and partly, 
to avoyd decafion of commencing ſuites againſt 
me, upon a bvuſineſſe wherein I am extremely 
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| if all theſe Orthodox Divines be. not out, there 
{is ſuch a thing poſtible, and probable, as juſtifi- 
cation of Infants iz articulo Baptiſmi, in the ve- 
| ry inſtant of baptiſme : and if mayy of them be 
| not qut, /a»@ification too, All the diſpute is 
- concerning the extent of the grace ſo confer- 


| of that Doctrine to all believing parents concern- 


-mons whom, (and poſlibly 'beyond moſt of 


to his comfort; ſeeing whatever is Gods purpoſe 


| much Obligeth me, and I aſſure you whatever 


| that you gavealſo an hint in your 


To ſhut up this whole buſineſle ; neighbour, 


red. | 
They that extend it fartheſt,enlarge the comfort 


ing all cheir iſſue ,* rhey that contra it moſt,(a- 
whom) I reckon my ſelfe to be) doe not ſo ſtrai- 


ten it, but that they render every particular be- 
lieving parent no leſſe capable of improveins it 


concerning this or that particular Child accord- 
ing to the decree of Election, they allow him an 
equall ground from the Covenant, and the ſeale 
thereof, to conclude every ſuch Child of his, dur- 


ing infancy, under the ſame grace , which is ex- 


tended to a»y, So that, which judgment ſoever| 
you moſt incline to, you will ſee cauſe for the er-| 
couragement I gave you to preſent your Chil- 
dren to Baptiſme, from the poſlible ,yea probable 
preſerit advantage accrewing ghereby , in their 
actuall juftification, and janftification. 

$ir,your candour,and openneſs in this particular 


ſatisfaction I find in my ſelfe as to your opinion, 
when farther conſider it, I am much farisfied 
in your way of delivering ' it ; and therefor: 
ſhal urge you-no farther herein : but remembrin 
former di 
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courſe of 1 the furtherance of converſion by the 
principles and practiſe of Infant-Baptiſme. 1 


if it may ftand with your conveniency, in the | 
next place. | 
You cannot put me upon a welcomer taske. | . P 4p. 
For I verily perſwade my ſelfe, ſince the »egiec? | 
of Infant-Bapciime, and (which is worſe) the 
contempt {intally caſt upon it, in divers places of 
che Land, ohis worke is lefſe ſucceſſefully carri- 
ed on by Gods painful Miniſters ; and they have 
t00. much cauſe to complaine, of a ſtrange barren- 
nefle.in che wombe of the Goſpell, in compart- 
ſon wich former times, which I impute ro theſe 
Reaſons, | 

I. To the juſt judgment of God upon a Na- |” 
tion, that after fo gracious a continuance of the 
Goſpel, and its ho/y. mercies among them for fo 
many yeares, unthankfully began to grow wil- 
ling to ler tl.> Leaſe of ſuch a precious priviledg 
7:z2n out Without taking any care to renew It to 
their poſterity after them : a {in, which you may 
remember, 1 have deeply and juſtly Charged up-; _ 
on the principles of Anabaptiſme in our former , Þ- 61, 62. 
diſcourle. 795 

Sometimes , ( me-thinkes) when I ſeriouſly 
conſider the reaſon ofthe ſlow progreſle of this 
worke of converſion, I ſeeme to hear God ſay- 
ing concerning England, Ab, ungrateful Na- 
tion | Have I this requitall from you, for the 
dertvation of Charck-mercies, and Covenant- 
mercies to you, through the meanes of Infant- 
Baptiſme, that you begin to diſpute away the T 1- 


tle that I have to your poſterity, aud (like profane 
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Eſaus) contemne Jour beſt birthright, the Cove: 


nant, and ſol:rmne ſeale thereof ? Have you a 
mind to diſſelve the bond betweene me, and your 


| poſterity > Had you rather have them viſible 


members of the Pagan world, then Weare the 
badge of Chriſtians * Is my family growne ſo 
contemptible a thing in your ejes, that you care 
not to have your Children beare ſo much as a vi- 


ſible relation to it, or be ſeene in my livery ? 
| ell, then, take your option, you ſhall not need 


take much paines to diſoblige them from me, and 
me From them. Twill ſave you the labour of diſ- 
puting downe that contewned relation to me : 


whiles you diſpute I Will diſ-Spirit mine owne or- 


dinances, and ſo they ſhall grow heathe#s under 


them, Whom you would faine make heathens with- 


out chem. | 

2. To the grievous prejudice, againſt thoſe 
Miniſter:, Societyes, and Ordinances, in which 
God hath beene wont to ſcatter ſaving grace in 
this Nation ; which are, if not rayſed, yet day- 
I confeſle, I 
have ſometimes wondred, (ſuppoſing our Mini- 
ſters to be in an errour in the miſapplication of an 
Ordinance) how any man pretending to reaſon 


or conſcience, can juſtify a ſeparation from it|ſ 
barely upon thar account, eſpecially in another || 


Ordinance different from that upon which the 


| miſapplication is Charged. But upon ſerious| 


conſideration of the matter, I can ſcarce ſee, 


bur the principles of that profeſſion of Anabap-|ſi 


tilme, neceſſarily involve ic. For ſuppoſing 
Infant-Baptiſme null, asthey doe, they cannot 


looke upon either Miniſters or people in outif 
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Congregations, as other then nor-members of 
the viſible Church, and fo looke upon all the| 
| Ordinances adnuniſtred in thoſe congregations 
by thoſe miniſters, as no Church-Ordinances, 
and ( by juſt conſequence) adminiſtred withour a 
call, and notto be atrended on with expeRation 
of a b1:{/ing.Now experience ſhewes,that nothing 
more hindersthe operation of the word, then a 
prejudicate Opinion of the preacher, and among 
all prejudices againſt the preacher, there are 
none more operative this way, then thoſe that 
call the Authority of his p/ace, and cating into 
Queſtion. So that, ſeeing Anabaptiſmn raiſeth, 
and nourſeth, and propagateth theſe prejudices, 
againſt that Miniſtry, wherein converſion in for-|. 
mer dayes hath beene diſpenſed, it is no wonder 
ifit be unhappily acceſſory to the hinderarice of 
its progreſſle, more then hath .beene obſerved 
heretofore, under the like means. 

3. To the Actuall diſengagement of many 
[young people, (among whom uſually the 
| fireame of converting grace moſt runs) from all | 

relation, to God, Church, and Ordinances, | 
till of their owne Choyce they take up Baptiſme | 
at yeares of diſcretion. Now whiles perſons 
live looſe from ſuch engagements, as in their 
proper nature and tendency further converſion. 
no wonder if the worke go ſlowly on among 
them. As onthe other tide, I ſhall ſhew you| 
by and by, . how many fpeciall advantages a} 
| Child of a believing patent; dedicated to God | 
in Infancy, by Baptitme, hath over another, ſuf | 
|fered to graze in the wild common of the world,} 
"without Gods ſheep-marke upon him, towarcs 
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hi neceſſary worke. | 
| After. | Truely, Sir, the ſmall experience thatI nave 
gotten in my obſervation of the preſent ftate of 
this Church and Nation, enables me to ſecond 
| what you ſay, in theſe particulars, with mine 
owne probatum e(s, And I feare ſucceeding 
generations will be too fertile inthe ſame obſer- 
vations. Burt, I beſeech you Sir, proceed to; 
ſhew me the gromnds of the hopeſulneſſe of Cons 
verſion, upon the prin ciples and practiſe of Ins 
5 [fv Baptiſm. | 
Pads, | Youare therefore to undertand that a thing | 
A) may be ſaid to prom-te conterfion WO WAYES : 
by Either by way of : xternall meanes. 
Or by way of izrernel! mutive. | 
I. Furſt, then, By my Ofexternall meanes, 
| The principles, and practiſe of Infant-Baptiſme 
] : afford more advantages of externail meanes t0- 
| wards converlion, then the contrary principles 
and practiſe doe. | 
For, Firſt, Converting Ordinances and the 
promiſes of profit by them, are the peculiar por-. 
tion of our Infants, thus in Covenant with; 
God, as ſoone as they arzin a capacity of uſing! 
them. God keſtowes the word upon the 
Church, andits members, upon another account, 
then upon other people. Perſons unrelated a | 
God, enjoy 'the word . only proviaenti.Mly \ 
when the ſound of it reacheth them. But the 
--- word in the Church, is a C:venaxt-mercy. God 
is engaged to teach themHis Lawes, and his Or-| 
dinances he is under no ſuch obligation to 0-| 
E: rhers. Every Scholar under .a Schoolmaſters| 
| peculiar charge, may by his relation expect 
| | teaching 
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teaching from-him, Bur other Children, who 
are not admitted into his Schoole (it is true, he 
' may occaſionally as he pleaſeth teach them ſome- 
what, bur) they are not in a capacity to chal- 
lenge, and claimeit from him, A miniſters re- 
lation to his lock, binds him to preach the word 
conſtantly to them, and every one ofhis Flock 


| {may expect icfrom him as duely as the Lords 


day comes, and upon other occaſionall ſeaſons, 


'|as God ſhall offer them. Bur others, though in 
[the next pariſh, have no ſuch tie upon him , 


though: he may in kindneſle ſtep out now and 
then, and beſtow a ſermon, where he ſees need. 

In like manner, Jeſus Chriſt who is the grear 
Shepherd of the Sheepe, 1sunder a peculiar obli- 
gation, to feedall thoſe, who are of his flock , 
and they may claime at his hands their food i» dxe 
ſeaſon. But what hath he to doe, but by meere 
courtefie , with thoſe without the fold > As the 
Apoſtle Pazl, ſaith, in another caſe, concern- 
ins cenſures, - another ordinance for converſion 
(inits ſeaſon) what have / to doe ro judge 1m 


|. | chat are without? 1 Cor. 5.12. So may Chriſt 
fay, (as to point of obligation or Covenant) | 
what have 1 to doe, to carry my fodder out of ny | 


fold? Ty teach thoſe that are without ? Now, 
ſurely, an Ordinance is there moſt likely ro doe 
good, where there tis a peculiar right thereunto. 


|Me thinkes, the conſideration of that place, 


Rom, 3. 12. Makes very much to the illuſtratt- 


pounded, as the - parallel] to ir, is now capti 


on, (if not confirmation) of this point. It | 
ſeemes the queſtion . then was ſeriouſly pro-/| 


| 
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ouſly. What advantage then bath the FeW, and 


what 
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| what profit is there in circumciſion ? Hee an- 

ſiwers, mach every way : Chiefely becauſe t0 
chew Were committed the Oracles of God. Others, 
heard of them, and (poſlibly) might have co- 
| pies of their Scriptures, (as Ptolomeus Philadel- 
| phus ſet the 72 Interpreters to tranſlate the 
Qld Teſtament into. Greeke , that it might, 
(being thenthe learned language) propagate the 
knowledge of the Jewiſh Law , through the 
world.) But yet the Oracles of God were com- 
mitted to the ewes, and this upon the account of 
circumciſion. They were a people, that were /0- 
lemuely , and ſacramentally th: Lords, and God 


them to others providentially : but hee committed 
them to the Jewes federally, as the Law;of the 
Kingdom he would govern them by. They owed 
their Bible to circumciſion. Gods covenant Was in 
their fleſh, and therefore God entruſted them 
with the /»ſtrument , in which it was drawn up. 
Ta bring home this to the preſent caſe. Ir 1s 


which{as David faith) converts the ſoule)Pl.19. 7. 
are the protion of a people in Covenant with 
God; Our Infants, therefore , being , according 
to our principles, in Covenant with God, are in- 
tituſed to the Bible, and all the contents thereof; 

and fo the precious effe&s of that word, where- 
of converſion is one of the principall, may bee 

comfortably expected to redound to them; & this 
their Title is pleadable for them , and by them, as 

ſoone as they are capable of receiving anybene- 

| fit therefrom. - | | 

' Addetothis, The 24imfers, the pſy 
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commits his Oracles to them. Hee permitted | 


cicare, that the oracles of God, (that pare Law ,|Þ 


PP” mn et + ot wa aa. .. OR—_ 


"0 \Dialog. of Infant Baptiſm. | 


this word, are(upon the account of Church-mem- 
berſhip) cheirs , with all cheir gifts,graces,and la- 


CO ee ERS 


bours. Paſtours and teachers , are ſet wp in the 
Charch,1Cor.12.28.and gives tothem,as a pecu- 


eApollos, and Cephas, aretheirs , 1Cor.3.22, 
Gods hx(band-men are ſet over his owne i»cl/o 
{are , tis Bepherds over his owne flock, and his 
builders over his owne ba/ding. If any perſons 
therefore , bee aliens to the Commonwealth of 
Iſr acl , fo members of the Church, lye common 
with the reſt ofthe world, ſhut our of this enclo- 
ſure, bee not ſheep of this fold , no ſtones in this 
building ; (however God nay providentially ex- 
tend the benefit of his Miniſters labours to ſuch 
perſons,yet) they can claime no covenant-right 
or title to any ſpirituall advantage from them. 
The Children therefore of Anabaprifts (by their 
principles) ſit under the miniſtery ofthe word as 
meere Heathens , and are onely under a providey. 
tiall capacity of receiving benefit from it. But 
[our children evenfrom infancy(by our principles) 
are entituled by a{ovenant-right,to all thoſe pre- 
cious emoluments which accrew therefrom. Lor- 
feſus , (may a godly parent of our. principles 


liar fruit of Chriſts aſcenhon,Eph.4. 12. Paul,&| 


pleade) my child, thiugh but 4 lamb, yet s of th 
fold, beares thy marke , and ſo bath aright to bei 
fed by the ſhepherds which thou haſt ſet over 
thy fleck. T have according to my duty , brough: 
kim tothe ordinance, remember thy Covenant , lei 
the gifts, and labonrs of thy ſervants bee profitabl: 
tohim.> Tis the principall part of that Covenant 


wherein my childs right lyes ; the writing of th) 
Law inthe heart , and thy ſtatutes in the euwara 
" parts. 


sf 
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The pradicall uſe 


[Apoſtle ſpeakes , i»ſrutlion , and correftion , (asf Ty 


| child, 2Tim.3. 15. and mee-thinkes, I ſeetheir |? 


Dialog*? - 


Darts. Jer. 31.33. Bee is now to thy ſervant acs Ge 
cording to thy Word, 1 
To this, I may adde , private meaves of con 
ver fiox,, tO which there are promiſes made, That md 
rs0eole Kvgis,the nurture of the Lord,of which thelff - 


ordinances of God ) and all the promiſes madefſ 
unto them , are not to beextended beyond the 
Charch, as to the beneiit to be expected from 
them, There is no engagement of God to ſanRify] 
theſe meanes , for the working of grace in profel- b 
ſed Heathens chijdren '( chough it could be ſup.| " 
poſed they might be applyed) ill their parents}|*? 
render themſelves Covenanters with God , and|"* 
then thoſe promiſes take place on their children, 
and are pleadable for them, as well as others. 
Suppoſe wee Lois and Ennice, inſtructing 
young Timothy. 1n the Scriptures from a /ucking| 


faith, in the uſe of that ordinance , encouraging| 
them thus. Here , Lord, i our Timothy, thy Ti-| 
mothy. , ( for hee ts thine by Covenant , as ours by, P 


Nature) wee have in obedience tothy command, - 
endeavoured to ſeaſon him. in the way that hee| : 
foould gee: Dae thy part , as Wee have done ours. || (© 
But may not a godly parent of an eAnabapti(- | r 
zicall judgment , expe a gaps his child] [© 
alſo in the uſe of meanes? may hee not obtaineſ] |<< 
that bleſſing upon his labours in the*education of} |" 
his child , upon the account of his owne Intereſt |. 
in Chriſt, whether his child bee in Covecant with | 
him or no, baptized or unbaptized, ſeeing an " 
Intereſt in Chriſt entitles to all promiſes? ; 


I deny not, but hee may. For the mercy of 


_ God 
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| God would not part with his title to them ſo; 
Iſo. though thoſe of the Anabaptifticall way,(fome 
I chrough looſe and profane principles, and others| 
through conſciencious ſcruples) deny God the 
ſ{righc hee hach to ther children, yet God may, 


I: e Covenant which they ſinfully forger , and does 


q| being truely godly. I dare not but thinke , that 
q\they may obtaine grace for their children by}. 
I |prayer , upon other grounds. But, this I con- 
I | Hantly aſfirme, that they cannot plead for it with | 
_ [chat ſtrength of Argument, or have fo grounded 
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God to his people , is many times, larger then | 


cheir faith or prayers. So, that God may looke 
Jupon thoſe childrenas in Covenant with him,and 
[deale with them as ſuch , whom: their parents 


Ideny him a title to. Even when the people of | 


[Iſrael , idolatruoſly :ffered their children to MMo- 


ich, yet God calls them his children notwith- 
ſtanding. They gave them away from him , bur 


and I doubt not, doth, many times, remember 
them good upon the account thereof, when they 


never plead it. And as for thoſe few, of thoſe 
principles , who may challenge the reputation of 


a confidence to prevaile, whiles they deny the 


/ | [Covenant-intereſt of their children in thoſe Or-| 
q [dinances and promiſes, which hold irforth, and 


conveigh it , as others that act faith upon it , 
may and do, with comfort, and fucceſſe. 

Bur, if this be trne, Sr, I ſhould thinke, that 
it would appeare, d- fafo, by the multitude of 
converts, among the children of Pedo-baprifts, 
that ordinances and meanes of grace tending 
thereunto , are peculiarly theirs. But on the 


ſee 


contrary , how many of their children, do wee| 


fo 


Ezek.16, 
21. 


Aſter, 
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; ce Tmnnung the ſame riot with others > Can it 
bee ſuppoſed, that ordinances ſhould bee fo vi- 

| of ſibly ineffeRuall upon ſuch numbers of thoſe, 
1 co whom they, and the bleſſing of them do pecu-|f vor 

| liafly belong ? not 
' Pad, | No wonder at all , that it ſhould beeſo. The cop 
Apoſtle anſwers this very objection (in my jud- || Ch 
| | ( sment) in the caſe of the Jewes,& their Ordinan- [3 
| ces, Row. 3.3.when hee had ſpoken concerning the || 
peculiar right ofthe Jewes to the Oracles of Ged, | ha 
v.2. he forelaw the objection that might thence || pa' 
bee ſtarted. But how then came it to paſſe, that ||up 
ſo many of them were never the better for them > ||| pr 
If God had vouchſafed them theſe oracles by a pe- ||| gt 
culiar Title ,a Covenant-title , it would (in tike- ||| th 
'S lyhood) have beene otherwiſe. Seeing therefore || to 
ſo many did not believe, it followes that eyther ||| di 
it.was no peculiar privileds to them to enjoy the jI\( 
| ordinances by covenant , whereas others enjoyed 
them by providence onely : or elſe that Gods | || 01 
faithfulneſſe fayled in beftowing that mercy | | fo 
upon them by Covenant, which they were ne- | || 0! 
ver the better for. | al 
The Apoſtle anſwers this obje&ion thus. har | {| 01 
then ? what if ſome did not believe ? fhall their 
anbeliefe make the faith if God of noneeffelt ? | || 
9.4, The priviledge of the Few , intheenjoyment | || h: 
of Ordinances, was continued to the Church , by 
Gods faithfulneſſe , the unbeliefe of ſome not- | || tl 
withſtanding, and their owne miſumprovement of | || Cc 
that mercy juſtly expoſed them to the ſame con- | || t! 
demnation, »otwirhſtanding them , which the| || Y 
Gentiles , upon the account of inning againſt | |, fl 
-|the. Law of nature, and glimmerings of provi- | 
| | | dentialj 
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denciall light , underwent wirhout them. So that 
though divers of them periſhed under them 
through unbeliefe;, yet Gods Covenant in the 
youchſafement of them was entrie and unbroken 
notwithſtanding. Which Argument hee purſues | 
copiouſly , and connexerh it with the. precedent } 
| Chapter in the following verſes. In like manner 
[may I ſay concerning the Children of Padebap- 
tits, their priviledge in the peculnr right they 
have to converting ordinances is not at all im- 
payred by the inefficacy of thoſe ordinances , 
upon any, or any number of them. It is their 
priviledge to enjoythem , and it will bee the ag- 


Sravation of their guilt that they do not improve | 
|them. And although they have a peculiar right 


to the bleſling of ordinances, as well as the or- | 
dinances themſelves, yet (becauſe this right , 1s, 
( as the Covenant is that derives it) externall ) 
it becomes ineffeQuall to many , through their 
owne neglect of ſeeking to God in his owne way 
for the obtaining thereof. Beſides, (to the ſhame 
of many of us it may bee ſpoken) divers parents 
among us do notunderftand, and others, (out 
of disfatisfaction as to their owne Covenant-In- 
(tereſt) dare not, or through finfull negle& 4s 
not plead with God for their Children as they | 
have ſufficient warrant to do. 

TI tannot but acknowledge, S:r , that to mee 
there ſeemes ſomewhat more in this preſent dif- 
courſe of yours, then is uſually conſidered, or 
then 1 have met withall heretofore. But, I hope, 
you will allow mee, in your wonded candour, 
the liberty of pauzing a while upon a matter 


which I never had occaſion to ſtudy before, ere 
__ _Ide- 


—————— en. _ ——— _ dd. Ht.” 
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I declare my ſelfe fully ſatisfied therein ; andidg}Ch 
the meane Time proceed in your maine Argywh 
ment. lie) 
God forbid, I ſhould force any mans beliefe out 
eſpecially in a ſubje& wherein I my ſelfe am buſfthe 
an £ſſayer, and deſirous rather to bolt out thaſſof 
truth , which { ſuppoſe, lyes in theſe notions no: 
then to determine magiſterially,concerning thenſ ve! 
I ſhall therefore willingly gratify your tenderun 
neſle, and commendable ſhyneſle of beliefe upognu 
firſt hearing , by leaving them to your conlſids | be! 
ration; and proceed according to your delird 
And here] ſhal aske you aQueſtion; (ſeeing I hay m1 
given you an hint concerning promiſes of ble] no 
{ing upon ordinances , as peculiar tothe Churchſ he 
concerning promiſes of converſion , Or, (as we re 
uſually call chem) promiſes of the firſt grace, Cot G 
cerning the changing of the heart, &c, And thifſ| th 
1sthis. To whorn thinke you do ſuch promiſes bi in 
long? To thoſe within the Church , or thoſe thiſ| af 
are withonr it ? lo! 
Surely all the promiſes, are founded 0 
Chriſt, who .is the corner-ſtone of all ſaving|th 
+ | Truths :  & the promiſes that you ſpeake of , arf[lik 
reckoned by the Spirit of God as a principal!l pafpr 
of the Covenant of grace-, , in two eminent;Sciſ|ar 
ptures , Fer. 31. 33.,and Hebr,8,.10.-and1o c 
bee made to none but ſuch as are under that Cf ci: 
venant,. and by conſequence mult not bee eff} 1m 
tended beyond the Church. . re 
You ſay well, for an alien from the (ommul in 
wealth of Iſrael isallo a ranger from the Covi pe 
nants of. promiſe , Eph.2. 12. and ſono prom, in 


| ſe 


of the Covenant belongs to any one, that is not! 
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Church 


tiſm. 
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if Church-member. Bee you then your ſelte judge, 
whether the principles that exclude Infants of be- 
lieving parents , out of Covenant with' God, and 
out of all Church-relation , or thoſe that admit 
them to both , give the more comfortable hopes 
of converſion to them. Wee ſay that they are 
not only under a providenriall capacity of cons 
verſion, as meere hearhens are , but they are 
under a Covenant-Capacity, becauſe within that 
number to whom the promiſes of renewing grace 
ide] belong. 

ſire} Bur, $:r , now it comes to my mind, I thinke 1 
bayg muſt recall my former conceſfion : for are there 
{ef not promiſes of converting grace made to the 
rchſ heathen world 2 and doth not the Apoſtle Pax/ 
weſſ reckon the ſucceſſe of his miniſtery among the 
ron} Gentiles, as a fruit or graciousaccompliſkment of 
tha thoſe promiſes, Rom.15 9, 10,11, 12. in.many 
 bef| inſtances > How then, can it bee true which you 
tha] affirme, that promiſes of converting grace , be- 

long only to Church members ? 

Jl Very well, Except you can makeit appeare 
g\that thoſe ſcriptures you mention , and others 
;arf[like, are promiſes, oratleaſt , come under the 


th 
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pay proper notion of promiſes , made tOthem who 
xc} are the perſons mentioned in them.. 

 call{ - For my part, Ilooke on them rather as prophe- 
Caf cies of the converſion of the Gentiles, then pro- 


rfl mi/es ; or, if promiſes at all, yet promiſes di- 
rected to the ewes concerning the Gentiles, and 


or importing no more, but that God would intime| 
| . . 
ov pertorme his grand-promiſe to Abraham, chat] 


ml p 
ot 
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in him ſnould all the nations of the earth bee bleſ- 
ſed, to wit, by ſending Chriſt to take humane 
"0 nature 
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nature from his loynes, who was to bee a light 
fo tbe Gentiles, as well as the glory of bis people| 


you mention , you have no reaſon to recall your] 
former conceſſion, chat all converting promiſe, 


| are made to none bat thoſethat are in Covenant ;, 


for prepnecies of converſion may belong to the 
Heathen Gentz/es , or promiſes concerning them 
to the ewes , and yet that conceſſion mentioned 
ſtand unſhaken. 

Well then , Sr, in ſtead of revoking my conceſ- 
fon , 1 ſhall give thar. honour to the ſatisfaction 
you have given mee herein, as to revoke my reve 
caricu ; and diſire you to give your ſelfe no far- 
ther diverſion, from what you farther intend mee 
upon that ſubject. 


advantages for converſion , held forth by the 
| principles of Infant-baptiſme, in relation to ex- 
terrvall meanes of converſion. You ſee how they 
eſtabliſh a peculiar right to Ordinances , and pro- 
miſes annexed to them. I have ſomething more 
to ſay to this head, & that is concerning the p-ay- 
exe of the Church. Are the prayers ofthe Church 


rance of converſion , or no ? 


righteous men aſſembled in (Chriſt name mull 
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Iſrael. And ſo notwithſtanding the Scripture 


I remember, I amyet in conſideration of theſi 


(thinke you) any meares tending to the furthe- 


Yes, undoubtedly. For if the effeftuall prayer 
of cue righteous man avayle much , if it be fer-pa 
z ext (as James ſaich) ſurely the prayers of many yg, 


needs bee far more prevalent. And if ſo largeſſ-a;] 
a promiſe bee made to two or three agreeing toge-y 
ther what ts asbe » as there is : Matth. 19; I9, 
how much more may wee thinke God obl-Þ, 
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ding in the Church , do what they can , todif- 


What /peciall charity , which —_ mee to pray for 
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ged to the prayers of the #njver/all { burch upon, 


earth ? 


{the prayers of the Carholick Church offered 
up? F 

Surely , for thoſe of the ſame body with them- 
ſelves. | 
' Youſay well, Foralthough the Church by the 


common tye of humanity , pray for all men, ac- 


that are moſt upon their hearts in their. prayers , 
are thoſe of the ſame flock and fold with them- 
ſelves. Prayer with, and for one another, isa 
part of Charch-Communion, and(as ſuch) it pro- 
perly belongs to thoſe that have right of Com- 
|munion. And (accordingly) I make no queſtion , 
bur that. in the inmoſt deſires of all true Chri- ; 


ftians, the converſion of thoſe that are neareſt | 


related , whether in naturall or Chriſtian bonds ,: 
is moſt paſſionately wiſhed for; and (by conſe- 
quence j the little ones borne in the Church, the 
hope of the derivation of Chriſts Kingdome 
to ſucceeding generations. So, that thoſe princi- 
ples, that will. not allow ſuch perſons, a ſtan- 


intereſt them in the very creame, and marrow of] 
the whole Churches prayers. You, for your 
part have children, and therefore let mee aske 
you but this one ſerious Queſtion, 1f my poore 
Majers have any eſtimation with you, had you 
Father your children ſhould ſhare 1n my prayers, 
mely , upon the. account of that common charity, 
Whence 1 pray for the conver fron of beathens z or | 


And for whom thinke you is the ſtrength of all 


cording to the command, 17:m,2. 1. yet thoſe |: 


| 


| 


the 
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; Pads. 


1 the converſion of thoſe of mine oWne fleck to whom I 


| ip. Did I not believe them church-members, 
my charity to them , & ſo my prayers for them; ſſ| ©! 


[ am related in the Lord? 
Much rather, Sz, upon the /ater account. 
- And in this, $7, I cannot pratify you , butſ}| © 
only upon the account of their Charch-member-ſ] ? 
p 


would extend no farther to them then to otherſſſ iN 
Heathens, ar 

I pray God, then, grant my children, the th 
prayers of P &dc-bap:iſts ; for it ſeemes the Cha 1 
rity of Anabaptiſts , upon their principles, cannalfſ "i 
poſlibly , but be ce/a towards them , & I think 65 
thoſe godly mens prayers will do them moif #fl 
good, whoſe charity 1s largeſt towards them thy 
But Sx, there is yet one thing ſticks with meg£2: 
in relation to all that hath beene faid concerning} "E 


| the external belps to converſion, in the caſeig'”*? 


hand. And that is this, if there be granted ſuc P9! 
an Intereſt of Infants borne in the Church to ex uſe 
ternall meanes of converſion,as they grow up int} ©! 
any capacity to make uſe of them , upon the aq © 
count of Church-memberſvip ; and this Chard" 
member /ſhip(according to your principles)is befonþ?f0 
and (therefore) may be without B aprtiſme , Ho 
doth the addition af Bapti/me to our Infants cofſ/*”? 
tribute any thing to this Intereſt, which iſe 
ſeems is a right annexed to Charch-member ſhi Whit 
without any neceſſary reſpe& to Bapriſme? *JÞ9u 
\ To grant what you fay , yetis not Bapts, ſent 
ufeleſſe to the efficacy of thoſe ordinances , a T 
helps which a perſon hath right to, before BJE 


| t:/me, For Baptiſme being that ordinance , 


| which har © Covenant ( according to our prin 
— 


F - 


—_—— 
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I! ples) is ſealed, in purſuance whereof God gives 
$ converting ordinances, and Inſtruments to the 


Church ; chat Covenant in which God promiſerh | 


1} converting grace to them; and laſtly , rhar Cc- 
Mt verane in the ſtrength whereof the Church 
prayes for the converſion of its members in ſpe- 
ciall : Nay more, Baptiſme being that ordinance, 
er in which thoſe who are de jure Churchmembers , 

| are ſolemnely admitted intoit, and fo put under 
helf the churches peculiar care de fafo: the Cove- 
1 nant, fo ſealed to them , may bee pleaded for 


oof chem with more ſtrength , from the ſolemnity of 


1k its ratification; carryes with it a more rationall' 


off aſſurance of the Efficacy of its ordinances, and 
ml fhe prayers of the church are more ſolemnely 
nel engaged thereby to thoſe fo admitted , they be- 
ingJing thenceforward, accounted members /egally 
ef 13v2ffed with all the priviledges of that holy Cor- 
5: poration, But the efficacy of Baptiſme , in the 
Juſe of it, with reſfation to its Infant-adminiſtra- 
ned £0n , will appeare more fully in the zext branch 
of this Argument, which I ſhall , (incaſe, Ttind 
gno farther r7emors from your diſlatisfaQions) 
ford Proceed unto. | | 

Ton | I pray you therefore Sir , proceed to the ;- 
Jternall motives , which the principles , and pra- 
Riſe of Infant Baptiſme afford to converſion , 
Awhich as I remember was the ſecond head pro- 
pounded by you, in your entrance into the pre-- 
. ſent ſubject. | 

The motives from infant-Baptiſme tending to 
Jthe furtherance of converſion, are either , 


87 5 Suppoſed by it, Or, 
Irin Suggeſted from it. | 
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(tion. 
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I. Motives /xppoſed by it , are the three cox-| 
verting Convittions , VIZ. | 


[1 ] Thecleare and full conviffien of Originell| 
fnne, Concerning which I have given you an hint 
in my former diſcourſe, as to the [quod fit, ] 
chat Infant-Baptiſme holds forth fuch a comv:- 


improve 1t to our preſent purpaſe, by ſhewing 
you how it doth it, and how it furthers conver- 
| foz thereby. | 

'You are therefore to conſider, what I believe}. 
you underſtand , that the Noticy of Origizall 
jinne implyes three things. | 


I Simme, and that Orizinall ; the 
finne of nature , the plague of 
the heart. * 
2 Righteonſneſſe. 


3 7udgment. 


I ſhall farther enlarge that head here , and 


1 The impzrarion of Adams firſt ſinne. 
2 The want of Originall righteouſnefle. 
3 The corrap!ion of out whole nature. 


*1, That every perſon, even within the Church, 
is borne under the gxilt' of Adams fin , is cleet- 
ly evinced from the ingrafting votiou of Infant-| 


Baprtiſme, and the Covenant therein ſealed;] 


For what need of grafting into a new ſtock , a| 


ſccond Adam, but upon this evident ſyppoſition,] 


| nant 


that there isno ſafe abiding for any perſon, un- 
der the old Adams Covenant'? The Cove- 
of the .Creation made with him , as a 
common perſon , comprehending all his poſterity; 
and they all {ing i= him, ( ſo ſome rer- 
der ip's, inthiat place Row..5. 12.) were , upon 
that account , liable to the curſe and wrath 


0 


—__——_— 
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[of God as ſoone as they were borne. What 


ſonne of Abraham , and thereby engrafted imo a 
[new ſtock, the ( ovenant of a ſecond Adam. I ſee 


[tion , what a damning grilt , the moſt innocent 


 [yeares have 1 lived in a: condemned condition! 


. 3 that condition , without ſang ontt-the pardon, 


—— 
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choughts (therefore) more proper , can the con- 
fideration of Infant-Baptiime ſuggeſt , to any ſe- 


niſtration of it to his owne perſon , or view of it | 


and the hole of the pit whence I am adigged. I ſee , 
in this Sacrament , a ſonneof eAdam , mace a 


propitiatiag , juſtifying, pardoning bloud., [acra- 
mentally applyed totiis Infant. Wouldſt 1H4u not | 
have mee conclude from this ſpecking adminiſtra- 


age brings from the very womie! Whe could juſt» 
ly have blamid thee if thou ſhinliſt have takes, 
J0::der Iafant oat of his fir$k ſwadling-cloathes,ere 
ever the breſts gave him ſuck , and 1urned him in«: 
to bell! And was wot Tonceſuch axother 2 My 
parents when they preſented mee to bapti/me in my 
Infancy , confeſſed mee borne in fin, and a ckila 
of wrath by nature , as well as others. and thy 
waſhed #2 , judicially pronounced meſo, andes 
ver ſince that time, in owning that (Baptiſme ,' 1 
have. confeſſed my ſelfe ſa. Lord , how many 


What a long reprieve have Lenjoyed:t Where had 
I beene ere thus time , had I djed.,: as T1 might ; dis 
vers years ſince! And hw can T ſafely continue 


rious ſpirit, either by reflection upon the admi- | 
as adminiftred co others, then ſuch as theſe? } 


[Lord , 1 have a ſerious occaſion adminiſtred this 
day, to remember the rock whence I am hewen , 


Word , when it appointed mee this Betheſda to bee | 


at that time, gractopſly, but —— +. 
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led to mee, If imputed guilt endangered me then 
without a Saviour, how many renewed hazards 
kave { runne ever-ſince , by adding ſo much perſ- 
nall guilt thereunto!lW-y do 1 not then haſten to the 
City of refuge; ſueont , by a ſaving faith , that 
gracious Att of oblivion , then ſealed to mee on thy 
part, upon a ſacramentall faith! Hye thee , my 
ſoule , bye thee quickly , ſram the Tents of the 
Old- Adam, and his poſterity , leſt thou bee 
{wallowed up in their commen-condemnation, 1 am 
graciouſly , and ſeaſonably, in this adminiſtra- 
rion, warned to fly from the wrath to come , te- 
fore that wrath come ſo uuavoydably, that there 
will bee no flying frem it. Lord , *tis too long , 
already , that 1 have adventured upon thy pa- 
tience, Haa'ſt mt thou beene a long-ſuffering 
God, 1 had ſuffered long fince What my ſins have 
deſerved: and 1 ſhall deſerve to ſuffer as long as 


ſo provoking a condition, 

2, The want of Originall righteouſneſſe, (ano- 
ther branch that wee ordinarily comprehend un- 
der Or:iginall fin) 1s no lefle lively prefented to 
our conlideration in this ordinance , and that 
from the ſame notion of the ingrafting nature 
thereof, To bee ingrafted 5nro'Chriſt , is to re- 
ceive that relation to him , by which the righte- 
ouſnefſe and benefits of Chritt become ours; as 


: 4 by engrafting, the life and ſap of the 700? , is the 
branches ; and that very act of gracein God, 


| by which hee ingrafts us into Chrift , ſignifies to 


tus that wee areof our ſelves branches that have 


no. life, nor ſap in them to enablethem to bezre 
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thou art God, the revenge of abuſed patience, if 
| 7 continue longer , in ſo deſperate, and withall , 
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lee juſtifyed. And O my ſouls, that haſt in Bap- 
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 — A 


any fruit, Nothing that renders us capable of 


any ſaving mercy or priviledg from God, but 
what wee receive from Chriſt Jeſus, Infant-Bap- 
tiſme (now) faſtens this convicton, even with re- 
larion to that Age. Alas | (may a conſidering 
Chriſtian fay upon the occaſion of this admini- 
ſtration) How little do thoſe poore ſoules under- 
ſtand them{elves , that beaft of a goad brart , and 


i there of the folly and ignorance of that concett , 
in youder Infant, and that ſpeaking ordinance | 
T here # alitle Innocent Babe , as wee uſe to ſay , 
(ina'tis true, as to altuall ſinne ) yet God tells 
mee aloud in this ordinance , that withont the im- 
puted rigkteonſneſſe of Chriſt , hee ts net capable of 

acceptazce with him , or entituled to eternall life. 
| 7 bis child never wronged any one, never commit- 
ted any at of drankenn:ſſe, ſwearing , Sabbath- 
breaking , uncleaneneſſe, nay never committed 
one of the(e ſinnes , or the like, ſo much as 5n 
rhought ; and yet all this , Godtells mee by this 
ordinance , will not fland him in ſtead for juſt ifi- 
cation in the ſight of God. And how then dare [ , 
or any other under the guilt of ſo many aituall 


Lord , inthe righteouſneſſe of him , whoſe nature 
from the wombe Was ſanttifyed , and whoſe life to 
the grave was holy, ſeeing in its ovyne perſonal! 


—— 
rn 


| |a good faith towards God , ever ſince they were| 
borne | How evident and undeniable a convifttion 


fins , plead our owne righteouſneſſe , for the mat-| 
ter of our 7uſtification? what # the thing wee call} 
[good nature, if nature inthe very bud , nay bloſ- 

ſome , bee thus wvoyd of goodneſſe ? Accept mee, 


righteouſneſſe , the moſt innocent Age , ſhall not 


| 
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 fra/me put on Chriſt ſacramentally , make ſpeed Wi 


| to cover thy nakeaneſſe , ſeeing the greateſt mea- ſet 
| [xre of perfonall innicency attainable on earth , «ſl te 
\4 covering too narrow to hide an Infant of alſiſl ; 

| [pan long, from the pure eyes of that juſtice ,\Ml 


| righteouſneſle is from above; and in the admini- 


3 Jo. 3+ 3+ 


| dinance ſerious , mee thinkes, no- child ſhoulc 


Quapammrm_ 


now. ana put himon ſavingly : get that garment 


that caxnot behold the leaſt iniquity. les 
3. The corruption of our whole nature re-| m1 


| ceives no lefle convincing evidence from Infant-iſ ;h 
| Baptiſme, and that from that notion of Bap-f| j, 
| ttſme, wherein it holds forth ſantt5fying grace, ce 


and the ob/ignatioy of the promiſes exhibiting tl xe, 
The application of Baptiſmall water in the nameſſ ./ 
of God, by his Miniſter, clearely ſhewes, that I ;/: 
the ſpring of all per/ozal , as well, as imputed cl: 


ſtration thereof to Infants, preacheth aloud that 
Doctrine of our Saviour to Nicodemus , T hat 
whatever # borne of the fl-ſh ts fleſh : and that ex+ 
cept a man bee ntW-burne, from above , hee can un 
not enter into the Kingdome of God, That thetirit-ſf w/ 
birth delivers us into the world with corrupted ,ſ\w, 


| polluted natures, our ſeu/es being as deeply ſtai-{th, 


1 ned in the blowd of our nativity z As OUr boa)es.ſ| me 


For what need of waſhing , where all is cleang}} 1 
without it ? In. yaine , did God appoint an or: / 
dinance to bee a /aver of regeneration , if natural} / 


| generation were {0 pure, as not to need it. Werdſ]/;x 


ter 
Yea 
Sp 


the hearts ofthoſe thar are preſent at ſuch an or 


be baptized , but they ſhould refle& upon them 


ſelves this conviction alſo;” I would faine everyſſth: 
perſon in the Congregation, at ſuch an AdmiFJ/a; 


| nitration , ſhould- entertaine, his owne ſoulg er, 


with _ 
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al with ſuch thoughts as theſe: ſ ] 
il Lord, deth not this adminiſtration, ſhew me my. ] 


= [elfe in 4 true, vneflattering claſſe? Canſt thow | 
Ml cell mare more plainly, then hereby thou dof , what | 
a filthy , polluted nature 1 have? Had 1 never| 
kad experience of the fowleneſſe of the ſtreame , 1 | 
| canner , upon thes occaſion, but (by refietHom upon | 
| mine.owne infant-Baptiſme ) ſee enough mud in 
Bl che very fountaine, Surely, 1 was (as thu child) 
Pi paper in iniquity , and in (1 aid my mother con- 


e i ceive mee, and 1, as well as hee, derived an he- Pf. 51. 4+ | 
tl reditary leproſy from the loynes of my parents, I % 
el eAnd who can bring 4cleane thing ont of an un- 
it cleane? Swrely , Lord, theſe waters have not 
ed cleanſed themſelves by running. The farther they! 
u-El have ſpread themſelves, the fowler T findby ſad} 
ath] experience , they are beceme. What a"Wnnſter 
ath of pollution am 1 growne , by the continued race 1 
x} 1i/e of fin? How many puddles have 1 wallowed | 
fin, fince that filthy ſinke of my tirth-pollation in| | 
{t-E which thou foundeſt mee , When thy Miniſter 

| waſaed mee in ſacramentall water ? And is it not 
at-fl|thew high time for mee, to make out after ſacra- 
es fl mentall grace tocleanſe my fillhy Nature? Had 1 
neſ}l / 20: need ts apply my [elf to thoſe promiſes whereby 
or { may bee maar partaker of a new Nature? Lord, 
alt come to the fountaine opened in the Goſpell , for| 
er}/in, avd for nncleanneſſe. O ſprinkle cleane wa=- 
Orfſrer upon mee ; regenerate mee , (as thou haſt al- 
uldfiready with Water ſacramentally, ſv) with the] 
mJ Spirit [avingly. BeftoW upon mee now , Lord, 
ery the inward , and ſpirituall part of my Baptiſm: , | 
miF /antific mee , in purſuance of thy promiſe ſealed | 
ule therein , by the word ; and preſent my ſoule to 
_ - 
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1 in that ordinance (which is the ex: motive aftet 


| thy /elfe, without ſpot , or wrinkle , or any ſuch 
rhing. Loath mee not for that, O Lord, for which 
{ loath my ſelfe, but purge my loathſome heart 
and life, and make mee a lovely objcft of thy 


owne love. 


| poſeth Originall ſinne, in all the branches of it, 
and by convittion thereof, (by way of Hutive )fur- 
thers conver ſpon. 

Surely, Sir, very few are acquainted with 
the holy. Art of drawing ſuch convincing conle- 
quences from Infant-Baptiſme. Bur I hope, 1 
ſhall henceforward , for mine owne part , ſee 
more of my heart in the glaſſe of that ordinance 
then heretofore , having received fuch informa 
tion from you. But $z- , is there any thing elſe 
ſuppoſed in Infant-baptiſme, as ſuch , to furthe 
converſion in the ſame way , viz, by motive , it- 
ducement , or encouragement ? 

[2] Yes, (thereis; and that indeed, without 
which all convifions of fin will do no good, )vi 
[ A convittion of righteouſneſſe | Infant-Bapriſme 
doth not only preach Law, but Gofpe/. The fre 
grace of God to poore guilty ſinners, exhib 
tins the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt without an 
Worth , or Worke of ours, is lively ſhadowed out 


convittion of fin , to prevayle with a poore(f; 
ner , to renounce his finne, and turne to God.) 
For this takes away the grand diſcouragement 
which, upon a full, and powerfull conviction 


of ſaving converſion, #11 God ( doſt thol 
thinke) eatertaine ſo unworthy a wratch as by thi | 
ow nlp ' 


—— — 4 
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, 


Thus you ſee , how Infant-Baptiſme , ſup.|f 


ſin , uſually is caſt in by Satan to hinder the worlf |; 
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bl , one Conſcience thin art convittedio be ? Indeed 
bY bee invites ſinners to come to Chriſt , but there are 
wth certaine qualifications, which thou haſt not, prere= 
3, quired ;, and dvſt thou thinke that God will receive 
|, wretch ſo utterly voyd of any good as thon art? 
P-ll Here comes in properly the conſideration of the 
| freenefſe of pardoning and faving mercy ; invi- 
-F ations and encouragements , tO come to the well 


declarations of Gods precious intendments to- 
wards ſinners , whom hee intends to draw to 
, Nl Chriſt , which wee call ab/o/ute promiſes, wherein 
(ef God undertakes for thoſe very qualifications and 
cY diſpoſitions , which hee requireth in us, Of which 
nal more anon. | 
li Now the promiſes of free pardon of ſinnes to 
berfl ich ſinners, as are intended in them , and thoſe 
wy cracious ab/olzte promiſes, are ſignally exhibi- 
ted in Baptiſme under the [»fant-appplication of 
it. Hath God faid, hee will pardon fin for bus 
eowne-names ſake , that he will heale back ſlidings | 
Y | and love pardoned back-ſliders freely?that whoever 
4 | will , ſhall partaze of the water of life freely? &Cc. 
I cannot tell what more-effecuall aſſurance here- 
_ of God gives, then in /»fant Baprti/me. Baptiſm is 
ordained by God, as a igne , and ſeale of remiſſiov 


in which the bloud of Chriſt is applyed for rewi/- 
50nof fine, So that here, 3» the generall nature, 
both the ſacraments agree. though with this diffe- 
[rence; that the ſacrament of Baptiſme ſealeth 
f [+niriall remiſſion , the ſacrament of the Lords ſup- 
per renewed and continued remiſſion. But , ( for 


; Rev. 22.17 | 
of life freely , without money or price ; andthoſe| 1.55. 1. 


of fins. And fo allo is the other Sacrament, 


[ 
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[| Infanc-Ba ptiſme) 5: ſealeth rem{ion of fins , = 
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| ij mpotency ad inability apparent. 
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{der a more peculiar conſideration, viz. in the 


years, and the Lords Supper, fignifie and ſeal 


is a. lively repreſentation of remiſlion of fins and 


{ acceptance with God through the impuration of 
| righreouſneſſe without workes , (as the Apoſtles 


phraſe is ,Rom.4. 6.) That grand commendation 
of Gods love mentioned Rom.5.6,7, 8, &c. in 
Chriſts dying for us when wee were ſonners ungod- 
ly , without ſtrength , and is the reconciliation of 
enemies , 1s lively exhibited in Infant-Baptiſme. 
That adminiſtration, in my Judgment, beſpeaks 
all ſinners 'thus: Lo here, all yee that looke 
on', is there any love like this love, that ex- 
tends an att of grace and pardon to a filthy polla- 


no power torequiteit? Are there no poore ſoules 
here , that dare not lay hands upon Cbriſt, and 
pardon , becauſe of their owne nnWorthineſſe ; that 
are in aoubt whether ("hriſt will receive thens , vill 

they bee thus , and thus graciouſly qualified , a 
they propound to themſelves to bee > Soul, if thou 
thinke to bring any thing to (rift , but thy ſores, 
and thy diſeaſes, and thy Wants , and thy weake- 


| neſſes, thou diſparageſt his grace and endangereſ 


thine owne ſalvation. Behold in this adminiſtra 


| 120, What a paterne of pardoning mercy , God 
exhibites for thine encouragement. Here 1s guilt 


confeſſed , and unworthyne(ſe acknowledged , aud 
What # thert 


[in this little embleme of Want and weakeneſſe | 


that 
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freeneſſe, and grace of it. Baptiſme at riper! 
the ſame remiſlion , but the perſons preſuppoſed 


to bee fo and fo qualified. Butin Infant-Bap-( 
ſtiſme , as in Infant-circumcifion herecofore, there 


ted ſinner , one that hath no worth to deſerve it | 
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that may bee ſuppoſed \ 20 incline Gd Fo any. 
J thoughts of favour > Here i the blond of ſprink: 


ling for remiſſion of ſins , ſacramentally applyed 


Y ro one that cannot come under the ſuſpicion of any 


| perſonall worthineſſe. Come they, thou (elfe-diſ< 
couraged finuer , plead thy Infam-Baptiſme , for 


God ( With reverence) Whether thou bee now mote: 
unworthy toreceive the mercy , and grace ſealtd', 


tends to beſtow his owne grace? whether hee will 
not have theo vow enter into the Kingdome of hea- 
ven, (by remiſſion of ſins , that opens the doore of 
it ) a8 alittle child ; who when thou wer'ſs alittle 
child indeed , opened the Kingadome of heaven to 
| thee, in Baptiſme, the ſeal of that remiſſion ? Say, 
Lora , .1 acknowledge my ſelfe unworthy , as then 
1 was, let not my anworthineſſe bee a barre to 


| broke throngh', with [2 non-obſtante, ] Ler #8; 
| that barre ſpat mee ont fromthe grace of the dbve: | 
nant , which could not exclude me from the ſcale 
of ut. 

IF And as much may bee ſaid for convittion 
of judgment , from Infant-Bapriſme ,” (if the: 
word | jadgment ] bee taken for *|: iheVews 
grace, || asitis probably , 1[.42; 3.) It fathers 
converſion, by ſhewing where a[l true grace, 
which the ſoule by the convi#50n5 before men- 
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. 1 tioned ſeesa want of, is to bee had. | 
| . Now , that baptiſmall water ſignifyes, the 


grace 


free grace, and gratuitous forgiveneſſe. . Arke| 


then thou at that time wer' ft to receive the ſealt' of | 
it? Aske him, (With humility) whether hee did not | 
ſeale to thee at that time, torell thee, that bee 
lookes not upon what man deſerves , when hee in- | 


mee now , which. thy Sacramentall prace''thin 


A— 


FIERY 


__ "I 
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1 know no man that makes any doubt. IF any 
do, they may do well to conſider , 
meant in that Phraſe of being bor »e againe of wa- 
ter , and of the Spirit. Joh 3, 5. Which phraſe 
either denotes the neceſlity of the /pirituall 
grace Of baptiſme to ſalvation , as ſuperadded to 
the material water of that ſacrament, (not aſſer- 
ting an abſolute neceſlity of baptiſme to falva- 
tion, but ſuppoſing Baptiſme , and requiring 
'more then baptiſme to ſalvation; q. d. [in vaine 


Baptiſme, to fl-e from the wrath to come; if there 
be no more then baptiſme, there is.no more ca- 
pacity of ſalvation, then there was withour it. 
Except a man bee regenerated nat only of water , 
but of the Spirit alſo, us cannot ſee the Kingdome 
of God : Orelſeit is, #1 Iid Sow , water, and 
the Spiri:, for the water. of the Spiris , or the 


not the embleme (and ſo, facramentall fgne) 


þbetweene them /in either ſenſe, were very im- 
praper. Such an expreſſion wee have alſo Eph.5. 


| 26: where wee have the Love of (Chris ro the 
Church ſet downeas an imitable precedent to 


Husbands.in theis love to their wives. Hasbands, 


| love your Wives, even as Chriſt alſo loved the 
| Church , and gave hiwſelfe for it , T hat hee might 


ſanllify and cleanſe it with the waſhing of water 
by . the ward, . In which Text wee may note, 
(2) The deathof Chriſt | the thing held forth 


[in Baptiſme , . Hee gave himſelfe for it: (2.) 
| The end why. Chriſt gave himſelfe , That hee 


might 


grace of the Spirit , as well as the blowd of Chriſt, | 


what ts. 


doe men thinke meerely , by thronging to Johns | 


Spirics bap:iſme, Now if Baptiſmal water , were: 


of the regeneration of the Spirit , the connexion 
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| might ſanftify Pr cleanſe it, ( 3.) The meaves 
by which hee doth it, viz, 1. externall with the] 


| 


FJ. according to his mercy hee ſaved 
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waſhirig of water. 2. internall (ſuperadded to 
that to mike it effectuall ) by the word. 

- Sq that by the apparent Analyſis of this Text , 
x 1s plaine, that Baptiſmall water doth ſignify 
cleanſing, ſanitifying , and (by conſequence) re- 
\newing grace: and that not oxly asa duty there- 
in required of us , that wee are thereby enga- 
Sed to clean(e our ſelves from all filthineſſe of 
fleſh and ſpirit , as is his phraſe elſewhere, but 
alſo, (and principally) as a grace thereby be- 
ſtowed by God, for it is not faid, [that wee 
might ſanttify and cleanſe onr ſelves , Jor ,| that 
it (the ( harch) might ſ[antlify and cleanſe it 
ſelfe, ] but, | that hee might [anttify and cleanſe 
it by the waſhing of water, ] And then, this 1s 
alſo plaine, T hat the efficacy of this water to ſan- 
Hify ana cleanſe , is from the Word, Hereis all 
the Queſtion , What Word is here meant, to 
[which this fanCifying and cleanſing vertue , with 
relation to the waſhing of watex , is attributed ? 
The word , (relating to ſacraments) is eyther, 
the word of inFtsratien , the ordination of God, 


| appointing them as means to their proper ends : 


or the word of promiſe annexed to the Infſtitu- 


[tion, to aſſure us of benefit by it, Now moſt 
{Proteſtant interpreters, (and Calvin in the va») 
|underftand it of this laſt , z2he word of promiſe! 
1ſealed by baptiſme. It ſeemes then , that there 


1s a promiſe of ſantifying grace annexed to Bap- 
tiſme, and in the vertue of this promiſe Baptiſme 
ſanCtifyes, A parallell place to this, is , Tit. 3. 
1m by the 
.  walhing 


—_—_— 


Verbum þ. 
promiſſio- 
nem ſignt- 
ficat , qua. 
vk & uſus 
ſigni expli= 
catur, | 
Calv. in. 
locum. 
Sic Beza 
in loc. 
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A 


waſning of regeneration, and renewing of the Ho 


there isan evident alluſion to theſigne of baptiſme 
in the metaphor of ws/#izg , 1s ſo cleare ; that, 
the late Aſſembly of Divines quote this place , as 
well as the former mentioned, to prove that bap- 
tiſme ts a ſigne and ſeale of regeneration: and Cal- 


vin upon the place profeſſeth hee doth not any 


| way aonbt , but that the Apoſtle manifeſtly at. 


ludes to Baptiſme. But to mee, ( and I am ſure 
I have divers of eminent note voting with mee in 
chatinterpretation) it ſeemes alſo very probable, 


ſacramentall walhing , and the 1yward renovation, 
which that ſignifies and feales. In a word, when 
I con{ider how often ſanRifying grace is expreſ- 
ſed in the Scripture, by cleanj;:g , and (the! 
meanes thereof) .waſhins with water , I cannot 
ſtraighten a ſacramentall element ſo as to exclude. 
it from one principall part of its Scripturall ſigni- 
fication , and that founded in ſo, apparent an; 


| Analogy and reſemblance as ( in the point in 
hand) there is betweene baptiſmall water and the} 
{ renewing of theH. Ghoſt. | 

\. Lchinke I may by this time take it for granted, | 
{that Baptiſme is not only a ſeale of regeneration., 


on or parts, obliging us to the dxty ; but. alſo] 
on Geoas , engaging him to beſtow the grace of 


not but (by moſt orthodox) it will) it will follow 


| that(ſeeing the /zale neceſſarily ſuppoſeth che pr:- 


Which, if it bee granted , (as I queſtion | 
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| ly Ghoſt, Where (to ſuppoſe, (as fome do) that} 
the Waſting of regeneration , and the renewing of i 
| the haly Ghoſt , are the ſame thing; yet) that 


that the Apoſtle joynes theſe two , the external || 


- miley 
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| miſeg as the writing to w® it is annexed) the pro- | 
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Infant Baptiſm. 


miſes of regenerating grace are ſealed in Bap- 


| ciſme, which promiſes wee call,ab/olaute promiſes, 


or promiſes of the firſt grace, Now , becauſe 
the adminiſtration hereof ar riper yeares, ſuppo- 
ſeth , as I have formerly told you , (at leaſt, by 
the profeſiion of faith and repentance) this #5- 
tiall regeneration already wrought , therefore to 
perſons admitted at thit Age , Baptiſme ſeales 
properly, (according to their capacity) the grace 
of progreſſive regeneration: but ro [nfants,( whoſe 
attuall regeneration is not ſuppoſed in the admt- 
niſtration) it ſeales i2iriall regeneration , proper- 
ly, and the promiſes exhibiting it. And do 
no way doubt , but that circumciſion of old did 


| the ſame. Ir ſignified the parting off the body of 


the ſins of the fleſh, as may bee inferred from the 
Apoftle, Col. 2. 1:. and that promiſe Deut. 30. 
ver. 6. I will circumciſe thy heart and the heart of 
thy ſeed, ſounds ſo like,the putting off rhe boay of. 


\ the ſins of the fleſh,in the place forenamed,; that it 


is to mee more then probable , that God therein 
expreſſeth a ſpirituall grace in ſacramentall 
termes , to ſhew, that, that ſacrament was a 
ſeale of that grace. Adde to this, that the phraſe 
of | circamcificn of the heart} as required over 


and above the circumciſion of the fleſh to make a 


Rom.2. ult. as alſo, the phraſe of [an uncircum- 
ciſed beart, and wncircnmciſed tn heart ) ap- 
plyed to the Jewes, by way of.exprobration (viz. 
as charging them with the want of thar grace , 


os 
ey 


_y 


(| 


which the outward ordinance ſealed , whiles yet 
they boaſted in a barren ordinance, ) ſeeme to 
ſpeake aloud ſuch neereneſſe of relation be- 


f 6. 1. 


true Few , Or ſon of Abraham , by the Apoſtle, | 


[Jer o. 26, 
Adt.7. 5t. 
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part itſeals, and what not. Ifthe Whole , (as 


tweene the one and the other, [_ ſacramentall 
circumciſion , and beart-renovation ] As is be- 
eweene the outward figne and the inward prace.|| 
Now , as to the adult Jrwes and proſelytes who 
were circumciſed,the promiſes of heart-circumci- 
fion , were ratified, according to their preſent 
capacity ; Viz. to afſure the conferring of more, 
and more degrees of inward renovation : ſo, to 
their Infants , they cannot but be interpreted ac- 
cordins to their capacity; and fo circumciſion, to 
them , ſealed thoſe promiſes, in the utmoſt ex- 
rent of them, and principally , the grace of firſt 
regeneration , which lyes moſt plaine in the 
Termes , and is legible in the very foreheads of 
them. | 
Adde to this , further , that , Baptiſme 
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(being a ſacrament of ingrefring and admiſſion 1n-|þ| 
to the church ) moſt properly muſt bee ſuppoſed 

to exhibite that grace, by which weare ſo ingraf- 

red and admitted into the myſticall body offf | 
Chriſt. Now weeare not iugrafrea into Chriſt ,F| , 
but when wee are made living members, and(ſ. 
that isnot, till wee havea principle of life infu-| 
ſed into us; which life wee receive in the infu-| ks 


fion of 5niriall grace. So that Baptiſme being] 
Gods ſeale to our admiſſion into Chriſts body, l|_ 
is a ſeale of that grace by which wee are thus ad- 5 
mitted. 

Once more , Baptiſme being (as it is generally 
granted amongſt orthodox Divines) a ſeale of 
the Covenant of grace , either ſeales the whol: 
Covenant, or but part of it. If but part of it, let}: 


any one aſligne clearly from the Scripture whatſY| 
| 


ra 
fo: 
vi 

a 
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At 


ett 


{it 1s a Sacrament of nouriſhment, and ſo neceſ- 


$| of the application of Baptiſme to Infants , {oit 
F{ much furthers the application of the doQtine of 
Fit, if improved by ſerious meditation; To help 


of Infant Baptiſm. 


conceive, when the Scripture layes the promile: 
as the ground of Baptiſme , it means the Coye- 
nant, / will bee thy God and the Ged of thy ſeed . 
in its uttermoſt latitude and extent) then , the 
promiſes of initiall grace as page of the Cove- 
nant, | 

Nay laſtly , there being but two ſeales of che 
Covenant of Grace) it is neceſſary , that either 
ſome part of the Covenant is altogether unſea- 
led, orelfe thar one of thoſe two leales muſt ra-: 
tifie it whatſoever it bee. That any part of che! 
Covenant, wants the ratiiication of a ſeale alro- 
gether, I ſuppoſe no one will affirme Now , 
I conceive , the ſacrament of the Lords fupper 
doth not confirme that part of it, which exhi- 
bits the firſt grace , becauſein the nature of it, 


farily ſuppoſerh life in the perſon participating 
thereof, It remaines then , that the ſaid promi- 
ſes of the firſt grace are ſealed up in Baptiſme ; 
and moſt eminently in Infant-Baptiſme, accor- 
ding to the grounds before layd, Which, as 
to mee, itiSa rationall proofe of the lawfulneſſe 


you wherein I ſhall haſten , as faſt as your farther 


hat 


4 


|! 
i 


diſſatisfation, or irreſolution ſhall permit mee. 

But I pray, Sir, $ive mee leave to inter- 
rapt you a little , ere you proceed any farther , 
for in my judgment , there is a conſiderable rub 
lyes in your way , which if yon remove, your 
haſte will bee the more ſafe, and that is this. It 
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may bee queſtioned ;, [ how Bapri/me can ſcale 
| E 2 


Aﬀſer. 
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, promiſes of the firſt grace? ] upona twofold ac- 


made ro ſome perſons or other , by whom they 


particular perſon may plead them. Nor indeed, 


which is Cowneright Pelagianifme, againſt which! 


——— 


court, 
Firſt , becauſe it ſeemes improper to call thoſe 

ſcriptures, promiſes , which exhibit God inten- 

ding to beſtow the firſt grace. For promiſes, are 


are pleadable, Now that which renders any pro- 
miſe pleadable to any perſon , is ſome »ominall or 
virtuall mention of him , in the grant, Burt to 
the promiſes of initial! grace (as you call — 
there is no ſuch ſpecification, or nomination 
reall or virtuall annexed , by vertue of which any 


A —— 


can there bee. For, either that ſpectiication muſt 
bee E/eftion , or the purchaſe of Ch-i/t , or ſome 
qualification Or other in the perſon , making him 
a fit receiver, when another is not. E!ettios, 
isa title not pleadable by any , but by ſpeciall re- 
velation, which 1 ſuppoſe, you will not grant, 
The prrchaſe of Chriſt is not pleadable by any , 
except upon evidence; that in that purchaſe 
Chriſt intended him in particular , and that is as 
darke and unpleadable a Tile in this caſe as Elec- 
tion, except you hold aniverſall redemption 1na 
latituge beyond moſt men, viz. as including an 
aniverſall purchaſe of grace , and yet then alſo,it 
were not pleadable by any one , more then ano- 
ther. As for perſonall qualifications , they muſt 
either bee graciorms Or common, Gractiow , they 
cannot bee, for then ſome grace would bee fup- 
poſed to bee before the firſt. Common , they 
cannot bee , for then common grace would bee ad- 
mitted , as a qualification for ſpecial grace , 
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{I have often heard you zealouſly declare. 
Secondly , Becaule if it do fo, then either to all 
or to ſome. If to all, then how come all that 
|are baptized, not to have it? If to ſome, ailigne 
thoſe ſome,and diſtinguiſh them from others. 
ſure you the rubs you lay , are conſiderable ones; 
but by Gods afiiſtance, I ſhall endeavour the 
removall of them. 


'not the Termeopf promiſes of initiall grace : and 
{indeed [ have not beene , and I will not bee over- 
fond ofit, or any other Terme, ifany man can 


this 1s. Meane while, Zoguendum ut valgus , 


deritood. I had rather uſe a leſſe proper or 
leſſe lignificant expreſſion, then bee ſuſpected of 
innovating 4otrives by innovating Termer, Yet] 
muſt tell you , it is not improper to call that a 
promiſe which is pleadable by no one perfonin 
particular; and as theſe are made to che Church, 
ſo they are proper promiſes. For a promiſe 
may bee made to a Corporation ; and there is 
nothing more uſuall then fuch promiſes in Scri- 
pture made to the whole Church, ſo as to bee 
fulfilled to particulars included in that Corpora- | 
tion , according to Gods owne will and plea- 
ſure. Such is the promiſe of coxtinuation of 
Goſpel-miniſtery and ordinances , and Chriſt s pre- 
ſence in them to the worlds End, Mat. 28. 19, 20. 
[and ſuch is the prowiſe of preſerving the Church 
againſt the gates of Hell , and many others. 


E 2 the 
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I willingly embrace your counfell ;. and [ af. 


It ſeemes by your diſcourſe, - that you allow | 


give meabetter, and make it of common uſe as| 


wee mult ſpeake as others do, if wee will bee un- | 
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Which promiſes are fulfilled , and ſhall bee to |18. 


Mat.16. | | 
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: the whole church in ſome or other parts of it, to 
| the worlds end ; and that according to the 
rule of Gods ſecrer decree only. Now although 
no particular Church 6r miniſtry can challenge 
{ God upon theſe promiſes , under any pecultar 
claime, yet (God having nor declared his fe- 
cret purpoſe to performe them to this, and not 
to that particular miniſtry or ſociety) they nay 
all plead them, as branches of that body to which 
| they are made, yet ſo, as to leave him to his 
| liberty, to do as hee pleaſeth according to his 
| ſecret determination. So, (with ſubmillion ro 
better judgments) do I conceive thoſe promiſes 
of initial grace, to bee made to the whole body 
of the Church, and my reafon is, becauſe I find 
them , ſo drawne up , withour any particular de- 
ſcription of ſuch and ſuch perſons in the ( _ 
Nay I find the body of the C hurch mentioned in 

divers (1f not all) choſe promiſes. / will circum. 

ciſe thy heart, and the heart of thy feed, &C., 
Deut.30. 6. 1/rae/, and the /eed of Iſrael, were 

fermes then commenſurate to the whole viſible 

{ Church of God. So, This # the Covenant that 

1 will make with the houſe of Iſrael, I will pnt 

wy lawes into their mind , &c. Jer 31. 33. Heb. 

8. 10, SO Iwill give you a new htart &c. and I| 
will pur my Spirit Within yew, and yee ſhall 
awell in the land that 1 pave to your Fathers J 
| ſo that the promiſe is made ro the whole N:-| 
tiozall Church of the Jewes , as ſuch. Now the! 
Apoſtle telling us that the partition wall 5s bre| 
ken dowye , and wee are coheyres with them , 
Epheſ. 3. 6. and Chriſtian Jewes and Gentiles 
| being now become one Catholick Church ; theſe} '« 
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promiſes extend to the Gentile-Church in the 
fame latitude , andare accordingly pleadable by 
the whole Church now , asthen, for its viſible 
Members , and by thoſe members for :hemſe/ves 
in parcicular , as parts of the whole. 

And therefore , you ſee a particular Chriſtian 
'need not bee driven to-plead E /e(t0x,for the per- 
\formance of theſe promiſes to himſelf.or his child, 
but only the Covenant of grace, as made with the 
Church viſible for either , upon the account of 
memberſhip therein. Nor need hee plead any per- 


I/ onalt 2u4lif;carion, tor this only relative qualifi- | 


catian is ſufficient withour any per/onall one whe- 
ther graceoms , Or common , tO bring him fo farre 
within the reach of thoſe promiſes,as to afford him 
a good plea for a ſhare in them, for himſelf or his. 


f [caſed it for him in particulsr. For , however 


jearth , is the firſt ſubject of all promiſes, and. 


P—_ 


Yea , upon the ſame account, may hee ground 
his plea upon the very purchaſe of Chriſt , with- 


out either ſuppoſing ch.zt Chriſt dyed to purobaſe | 


grace for all; or arevelation , that Chrift par 


Chriſt knew whom hee had choſen , and had 
their names engraven upon his heart when hee 
ſuffered', ſo that none can eventzaly obtaine any 
ſaving fruit of his death , but thoſe ſo intended 
by him; yet, ſeeing Chriſts church viſible upon 


declarations concerning the benefits of his pur- 
chaſe; and particularly concerning this part of his 
purchaſe , ſan#ification , as hath beene before 
ſhewed)every particular member may plead in the 
name of Chriſt for the grace ſo promiſed , taking 
it as granted , that there is no legall obſtru&ion| 
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againſt him, more then another in the ſame capa- | 
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Aſeer. 


 P eao. 


Aſter. 


| ther advantage : 


And thus you ſee, I have in a few words re- 


moved the difficulty es which obſtructed my pat-|| 


ſage.” What hinders now , but that I ſhould diſ 
miſſe you with ſome applicatory notes upon the 


| whole matter to render it further uſefull ro you? 
Some things moreT have yet to ſay to you, ere 


I can fairely diſmiſſe you to that part of the taske 
you have impoſed upon your ſelfe, for my far- 
but I fuppoſe they will not 
need to hold you ſo long as may render, either 
you or mee over-likeiy to bethink the time ſpent 
upon them , though I as much long, to bee, 

catory cloſe you intend. Wherefore firſt , I in- 
rreate you to helpe mee to make ule of the do- 
Erine of the obſignation of promiſes of the firit 
grace in Infant-Ba ptiſme. 

The uſe is eaſily deducible from the premifes; 
And it 1s this, that if the doArine bee true , a 
; Zocly parent for his child , and ſuch a child (co 
| ming to capacity of underſtanding) for himſelfe, 
| may plead for fanctifying grace with more aſſu- 
rance ; having the promules in which it is exhibi- 
ted, ſealed to him as a church-member in his i in- 
fant-Baptiſme. 

Next, Sir , I crave leaveto mind you, that 
you are yer tn my debt for a ſecond ranke of me» 
r3ves furthering converſion from the conſidera- 
tion of Infaat-Baptiſme , viz. ſuch as are ſug- 
geſted fr:m the atter conſideration thereof, at 
yeares of Gdi{cretion. 

Indeed, I had almoſt forgotten that head , 
til] you mirded mee of it : ana therefore 1 thank 


you for your ſeaſonable intimation, You have 


heard 


"ne AIRS 


as you can, to make mee partaker ot the appli- | 
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jeard what 1s ſuppoſed in in Infant-Baptiſme , thar | 
may afford meditations tending to converſion. 

Other converting conſiderations there are which 
may bee no leſle- effeftually drawne from ſome 

things relating to Infant-Baptifſme, ard irs Co- 
renant , though not alike i-17in{erall toits'very 
nature, andeſlence , as the former. And thoſe 


are. 


1. A conſideration of the mercyes vouchſaved 
through Infant-Baptiſme , and by vertve-of 1 its 
Covenant. 

2, A conſideration of the engagement entered 
mto by 1ofant-Baptiſme on our parts. T1650) 

The conſideration of the mercyes vouchſafed 
through Infant-Baptiſme and+ its Covenant , 
which amount'to'a very great reckoning , the: to-| 
tall fumme- whereof ('in a word) is caſt*'upin 
this, the ſolemne admillion into the number of 
riſible Church-members , and enſtating in all: the 
priviledges of that memberſhip , will much. en- 
hance the value of them ,' and further: the in- 
fluence of them, in order to converſion, if you 
take in to aggravate them this grand circum- 
ſtance, That therein there wes a gracious a& 
of anticipating or preventing mercy. Preves- 
ting mercy , hath alwayes by Gods people, beene 
looked upon., as a mercy of largeſt dimenſions. \ 
When God is before-hand with. a perſon , in 
ſhewing kindnefſe, hee diſplayes the banner of 
Iree-grace all abroad : in fo- much as there 
can bee no pretenſion of any thirg on their pert 
to obſcure it in any meaſure , but what comes too 
late to.ſtand in competition with ir, 
| Now in the mercy vouchſafed throvgh Infart-| 

Bap- 
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; Baptiſme , and its Covenant, there isa double 
| prevention or anticipation on Gods part. _ nn 
1, Hee prevents whatever good can bee ſup. |{/** 
poſed to proceed from us ,. to.render him our ||” 
debtour ; ſo that that Queſtion takes unavoy-| cl 
dable- hold of us for conviction, #ho hath firſt" 
[ £6wen to bim? Rom:11, 35. - | 
2. Hee prevents a great deale of evill, weef 7 
might , had not hee taken ſuch early hold ofus, N*!' 
have fallen 1nto. mY | 
x. As the mercy vouchſafed in Infant-Bap-'' 
tifme and its Covenant , prevents ay good that| 
can proceed from us , it may conduce to conver-j7” 
fion ,' by ſome ſuch meditations as theſe. | * 
Alas | what a difingenuous heart have T, to| ſet 
bolt the doore againſt mercy ;, againſt mercy cour-., h 
| :6ng mee , and beſeeching mee to bee happy , andfi 7 
thar before I could ſo much as apprehena my ſelfe! fr 
ſo ; miſerable , as to ſtand in need of mer- "s 
cy , and therefore before 1 could make the * 
leaft - motion towards mine owne bappi- ita 
eſſe) How did infinite mercy wooe mee inmy 
cradle , that it might bee ſureto bee before hand, ef 
with any merit , and ſooblige mee the more to en- 
tertains its fuite , from the freeneſſe of that love l?* 
that fixed upon mee when I had nothing lovely \fj| . c 
wooed mee , (laid 1? ) way, marryed mee thenf\* 
( ſacramentally ) aud tooke all che Church for wit- 
weſſes of it ; and wooed mee ever fince , for my 
conſent to compleate the nuptialls , by a volunta-|b* 
| ry ſurrender of my ſelfe , to.its comugall embra- rhe 
| ces. And. how diſ-ingenuons , & unkind 1 it 3n þ.. 
mee , to goabont to annull the match , by anob-I\*** 
} Iftinate refuſal! Had the diſadvantage of this [the 
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E mee 4 conſiderable prize, ard the party laying 


fruines; 1 might with jome colour of reaſon row| 


Y chat had neither beauty , nor portion , nur any 
| p' ibility of either , but what hee alone gave mes, 
Eko then made himſelfe mine, that hee might by ſo 
frojall and generum 4 lyve, the more to oblige me to 
Becks; 1 can never anſ[Wer it toreaſon, or C on! 
fl ſcience, and(which 55 more to that gracions Majt- 


ff] donet with admiration, and thank fulneſſe pre» 
Y ftrate my ſelfe at hu feete , and cry cut , [| Here, 
[ryes of ſuch infinite love, and unſpeakable mercy. 


[Pardon my obſtinacyes, and heale my infirmi- 


I all chat which may make mee meete for thy com- 


'brinke of Hell) Ard jo did mize r00, among v= 


= fire 
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urly contraft beene on my part ; bad 1 beene en- | 
tiruled to any ſuch eftate , as might have made 


claime to mee , Capable cf bring raiſed upon my| 


plead. a nonelt factum , and proxounce it a nulli- 
ty, becauſe done Without mutnuail conſent. But 
con fidering what a poore forlorne creature 1 was , 


y with Whom] have to doin this weighty affayre;| 


Lord , receive the ſurrender of that heart, that 
hath held out too long a fiege againſt the batte- 


tyes , andcover my deformities, and make mee 


pany, and embraces. ] —- 

2. As the mercy vouchſafed in Infant-bap-! 
tiſme and its Covenant, prevents a great dtale ef 
evil which - wee might have fallen into; forthe] 
afcer conſideration of it , may conduce to ſome 
perſons converſion by ſome fuch apprehenſions as 
cheſe. 44, Lord! How may thouſands are there 
in the world , whoſe very cradles tand uponihe 


thers h when the very grailt . axd pollution of my 
nativity , rendered mee alikt obnex1ous to eternall | 
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| fire with others; but that thou graciouſly diap! 
remove it from that dangerous ſtanding , and ſet' 


ry. <4t that time didſt thou lay claime to mee, 
& write upon my cradle, Thou art mine. 4% Lord, 


maltcionſly upon mee, ſince that day z when yet hee. 


dared do no more , becauſe I was thine! How ma-| 
ny deſperate dangers have 1 eſcaped , wherein, 


| 


| thine by a ſacramentall covenant , and ſince that, 


death threatned mee, and hell gaped for mee, 


merely becanſe I was thine ! Since I came to, 


yeares of eleftion ,.(thongh I have beene too bad at. 
beſt , yet) hnw much worſe had I beene , had I nt 
heene thine? Certainly , there « ſomething pecu- 
liar- in common mercyes and deliverances , for 
which I ought to: acknowledge my [clfe ubliged to 
thee, who , as thin ha$t beene in {( evenant with 
wee from my Mothers breſts, fo haſt thou (n0 
queſtion) beene mindfall of that Covenant , in the 
aiſpenſations of thy providence towards mee. And 
therefore it concernes mee to bee mindſull of my 
auty , to become thing graciouſly , by an altual 
ſurrender of my /elfe to thee , who baſk made mee 


layd out ſo many gracions providrnces upon mee , 
in purſuance thereof. 

But Sr, are. not. thouſands of baptized in- 
fants taken off providentially , from the land of 
the living, before they come to conſidering 
yeares? And are not divers perſons baptizedin 
Infancy left to a very great height of fin, and ob- 
ſtinacy ? So that it. ſeemes, the ground of this 
converting conſideration is not layd inInfant- 


Baptiſme or the Covenant ſealed therein , for 


ee dt 


"it in the confines of thy Kingdome of grace and gli-\[| 


how many times hath Satan lioked enviouſly and \; 


then| 
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then it would be common to all ſo baptized ; bur . 
I wee ſee plainely the contrary ,* that abundance 
J|of them , are not capable of ſuch conſiderations 
fas theſe, as not having experience of theſe mer- 
Ficyes; and ſome are, that are notin Covenant 


nor baptized , as Heathens children. How then 
impute you theſe mercyes to the Covenant and 
Infant Baptiſm ? 

I anſwer you,to both theſe objections,& to the 
laſt, Fix. All providentiall mercyes to the viſible 
Church, and its members , as ſuch , are common 
Covenant-mercyes: thence wee find the Covenant 
pleaded , in relation to providentiall delive- 
rances, on the behalfe of the whole viſible body 
of the Church, Pſal.74. 20. and God when hee 
beltowes ſuch mercyes upon ſuch a people , is 
ſaid to heep and remember , and when hee doth 


not, to breakhe his Covenant, Deut. 7. 12,13. | 


&c. and Exod. 6.5. and Zech. 11. 10. &c. By 


conſequence therefore, every member of that| 
[viſible body, (and among theſe (by our princi- 


ples ) are Infants born, and baptized within the 
Church) may looke upon every providential mer- 


cy as aCovenant-mercy,though ofa common na- | 


ture, id eſt, fuchas is beſtowed in common upon 
Covenanted Church-members, as ſuch , with- 
out any ſpeciall conſideration of eleftion, or 
faith, or any other diſtinguiſhing character dif- 
ferencing one from another. And furely, the 
patience and geodnefſe of God , if meerely provi- 
dentiall, ſhould lead ro repentance, Rom 2. 4. 
much more , if foederall. 


Chriſtians in profeſſion, from Infancy, will yet 
aggravate 


So that thoſe provi-| 
dences which are common both to Heathens, and| 


; 
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ſuch Infants 
and baptized , partake not of them , ſome 


aggravate the impenitency, and obſtinacy of 
Ciriſtians beyond Heathens , becauſe , though 
[4s providences] they bee common to men, as 
men; yet [ as (ovenant-providences | they are 
common only to thoſe that are within the pale 
of the viſible church , and fo are (give mee leave 
to ſay, ) common within a certaine pale or in- 
cloſure. 

Second'y,Whereas you ſay, that it ſeemes theſe 
mercyes here conſidered , are not mercyes deri- 
ved irom the Infant-Covenant , becauſe many 
as are viſibly in 


through premature death , others otherwiſe. 1 
anſwer, It doth not follow that they are not 
Covenant-mercyes, to thoſe that enjoy them, 
becauſe they are not vouchſafed to all in Cove- 
nant. For Gods Covenant doth not engage him 
to beſtow the ſame mercyes upon all Covenan- 
ters, no not intemporals- Every Covenanter 
during his ſtanding within the Covenant . hath 
ſome mercyes or other flowing to him through 
it. And I am ſure whatever thoſe mercyes are 

they are to be made uſe of as 5:r4s of Jove to lea 

thoſe that enjoy them to repentance. My drift 1s 
only to ſhew, that what-ever deliverances provi- 
dence vouchſafes a perſqn in Covenant with God 
from Infancy , are imputable to that Covenant 
as the ſpring of chem, by a ſpirit piouſly diſpo- 
ſed to improve them, and as I have inſtanced in 
ſome ſuiting ſome ſuch perſons, you or any other- 
may enlarge the ſame conſideration to more , 
as any different experiences of Gods mercy in 


Covenant , | 


a 
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any ſort whatſoever , occurre to them in their | 
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owne obſervation. But an Anabaptift by his 


vouchſafed in infancy , or before aCQtuall faith , 
under a Covenant conſideration , in any ſenſe , 
and therefore cannot improve them otherwiſe, 
then as meere providences. | 

I hope $ir , you will favourably indulge mee 
a liberty of pondering what you herein ſay , as 
you have done in other particulars before. For 
indeed I am by experience taught to bee ſhye 
of giving in a ſuddaine aſſent even to that, 
againſt which ( for the preſent) I havenothing 


thing in the upſhor and iſſue of your endeavours , 
by a conſidering, and therefore flow , diſciple. 
For what you may want of encouragement ,. by 
the ſpeedineſle of his through conviction , I am 
perſwaded, in the Iſſue you will reap in the firmi- 
neſſe and conſtancy of his continuance therein. 
Principles -and opinions ſuddainly taken up, are 
too often as fuddanily layd downe againe. 
Wherefore I ſhall lay this aſide for ſecond 
thoughts, and intreate you to proceed to your {e- 
cond head of conſiderations ſuggeſted from In- 
fant Baptiſme and its Covenant conducing to; 
converſion; viz. ſuch as emerge from the 
engagement entered into, thereby , on onr 
parts. 

The favour you defire , neighbour , is ſuch, 


as had need in this argument , to bee mutuall. 
For I my ſelfe am ſenſible, how much /ccoxd 
theughts in matters of Eſſay, (as my diſcourſe 
concerning this ſubje& is) may better ones fir? 
apprehenfions. Something ſurely there is in theſe 


WEE 


principles cannot looke upon any ſnch mercyes| 


to object; and I am aſſured you will loſe no-| 


oo 
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| ſhall now enlarge in a few words. You may there- 


at the firſt conception of them : . and therefore ] 
'muſt alſo relerve to my ſeife a liberty of bet- 
terins mine owne notions, or exprelitons , as 
upon a deliberate review I ſhall ſee cauſe. But 
( to draw towards a concluſion of this ſubje& , in 
-the anſwer of your laſt propoſall) you are to 
| know that the reſtipulation , or mutuall engage- 
ment, that Baptiime layes upon us , isnot leſſe 
( on our. part) valid , becauſe of its Infant-ad- 
miniſtration, as poſtibly to ſome it may ſeeme 
to. bee. And therefore if Baptiſmall obligations 


| 


| at-any age oblige us to converſion they do fo no 


leſfe ar Infant-Apge : So that here I ſhail need 
only. to do thele two things farther. 

. I To ſhew that our. engagement to bee the 
Lords, ſealed on our parts in Baptiſme, is never 


| theleſſe becauſe that Baptiſme was adminiſtredin 


Infancy. 
2, To illuſtrate, and cleare up to you 
the manner how our Infant-engagement to 
God derives ſuch conſiderations as promote con- 
verſion. | 
For the firſt of theſe, I have given a ſhort hint 
cending thereto, in my former booke , which 1 
fore underſtand , that there is a twofold engage- 
ment , a v4rt#all engagement, and a formall or 
expreſſe engagement, Thenare wee formally en- 
caged, when in expreſſe termes, wee take upon 
us any obligation ; as when a man ſubſcribes his 
owne hand, and ſets his owne ſeale to a deed or 


| 
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| particulars, which poſlibly ,, I may net havelſ 
| the-felicity to expreſle ſo well , as others might, 


bond; this the Law calls, 4 mans owne deed, 
| | A vir- 
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| Amwrriuallenpagenthit ; is when I am legally un-, } 
i derſtovd tb be erigaged, though in mine own per- | 

If | fon 1 promiſe oothing,ſubſctibe nor, ſeal not. And 
- || | ſuch an engagement , is tliat , which binds a mans] 
IS heyres executors. andminiſtrators,and aſſignes 10a . YI 
tf fbond or deed. The conditions of that bond or: 
nf | deed, arein law requirable at their hands , asif 
00 | they were by their own perſonall a&t undertaken. 
| | And the reaſon of itis this, Thoſe to whom by 
el | mee. ſuch a benefit is derived,are ſuppoſed inequt- T 
+l | ty to bee equally concerned with meein the bur- x 
eff | then thar ic carryes with it The title, which by : 
3s |} | ne fuch perſons.claym, rran/it cam overe, as Law- t 
0 0 | yers ſay, paſſeth to them with all incumabrances, 
d if | S6 that,there is no way, for my heyre or executor | 
to diſtharge himſelfe of my debts, but by renoun- 
elf} | cins thoſe incomes, and emoturetts upon which 
cr |f | the debts ate chargeable. To bring the diſcourſe 
10'f | hotne to the'preſerit caſe. A godly parent or An- 
ceſtour, claimes God , as #4 Ged, and the Y 
uf | God of bis feed , and engageth for him and them, | 
©0 |f | that hee and his houſehold will ſerve the Lard , In 
n- | | teſtimony whereof hee preſents his Iſſue to bap- 
tilme, and claims the ritification of that Cove- 
nt |} | nant by ſolemne AR on Gods part inthe face of 
If iche Church, as in ope» Cours, and withal!l , 
||| ſubſcribes ; and ſeales a counterpart on his owne | | 
e- ||| behalfe and the. behalfe of his feed , ſo that the | : 


or [I] bond 18 mutuall. 7 will bee thy God ana the Grd | . Þ: 
n-|}l of hy ſeede , faith God on hispart. [Know all | l 


2n |[fl! men by theſe preſents, that I the great Gid of he4< | 'H 
1s || ver; and earth doe ftand bount to (uch or ſtich a. pro= || 1 
or | feſſed beleever, and to his heires } and children | 
d. | frow hins deſcentling ; for the ferfotmanit of all | 
| Tl, 45 BR N ba mm it root Bat po offhro—oe—— 
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Articles contained in a great Charter or Deed or 
gife hereunto annexed , called the Covenant of | 
grace &c,)] And a believer on his part binds 
 himſelfe and his ſeede to God againe thus. [Bee 

| | 5t knoWne to all men by theſe preſents, that I N. do 
hereby oblige my ſelfe and my heires, and poſterity | 
| from mee diſcending , bo the great God of h:aven 
| «nd earth in all the duty required of all true Chri-| 
ftians in the ſaid deed, and charter aforeſaid, 

{ &c, ] This on both parts (as to the ſubſtance of 
it) is folemnely done when a Chriſtian parent 
preſents his child to Baptiſme, Such a child now 
being thus related to-God and God to him, if} 
| ' | hee bee by theſe mutuall conveighances betweene 
| God and his parents faredin the promiſes, and} 
enjoy the benetits of the Covenant, as hee doth 
many wayes {upon our principles before ſuppo- 
ſed) ſurely muſt needs bee as tirmely obliged to} 
| the duty in them ſpecified, and can no way diſ- 
charge himſelfe , except by an expreſſe renuncia- } 
| tion of that God and Covenant , which hee is 
| thus virtually obliged unto ; which yet. it is 
| fuppoſed no man, except of deſperately forlorne 
F — | principles will do, feeing hee cannot polſlibly 
[i make a better ng ae for himaſelfe then Ihis pa- 
= rents have made forhim. Nay, a conſidering 
|| } child of our principles , when hee comes to age , 
| and conſiders what a good God hee had, that| 
would accept of him into a Covenant relation 
ſo early; and what kind parents hee had, that|. 
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Infancy, as to tender him to that God; will 
thinke hunſfelfe from a principle of ingenuity and 
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| 'tooke care to provide ſo well for him in his very, 


| thaokfulneſſe, bound in Conſcience to renew! 
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ſible ſpeed and ſeriouſneſſe, And this leads mee 
to the /econd thing promiſed you upon this head, 
| to ſhew you, how rhe obligation enterd. into. vir 


tion, fartbering converſion..Þx - 4, _ 
| I have learned, Sr, in this ort diſcourſe 
ſomething more of the reaſorableneſle of Igfant 
Baptiſme then before ,. wherein alſo, I ſee rhe 
uſe of rhar ſolemne ſponſion required of parents, 
( or other neare relations, in cafe they -bee'difa 
bled) by your. ſelfe and other miniſters, in ordet 
thereunto: and therefore I hope , I ſhall noder- 
take it the more ſeriouſly , when-ever 1 preſent 
a child of mine ro that ordinance hereafter. I 
pray you, $;r , perfe& your intendment, that I 
| may alſo thence learne howto lay.home'to the. 


Sagement for converſion. -..: i 4, 

1 have in a great meaſure prevented my ſelfe 
in this already, by ſhewingyou , the equity of 
chart obligation which 'Infant-Baptiſme- Jayes 
| upon us; unto which if you addethe conſideration 
of the ſlowneſle and backwardneſle moſt perſons | 
are guilty of, in anſwering this obligation, you 
may thence draw theſe moving conſiderations. 
What > my ſoule, it. nor. time yet to 


Conſciences of my children their baptiſmall En- 


ckaff | 


that Covenant in his owne perſon ; with all poſ-, 


| 


| ray by 1s in Infant-Bapriſme yields confiderar | 


from the ſervice of rhe Devil ,and thy baſe luſks? |. 
Surely , then belongeſt to.euother:, end better | 
CMafter , whoſe ſervice thy Chriftian parents dts | 
dicated thee uwto from thy. (radk , in mhoſefami« | 
ly thea hoſt. hetne educated; and maintained , | 


canner bee but. thet. by tk K9nahce expelis uhow S 
hy F2 foula-" 


After. | 


Pra. | 


, 
| 
i 
. 
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lrg i acknowleiige him , and owne thy relation 
{to him, or #n plaint and downeright termes re- 

' nounnce it altogether. $:eft than not in hs laying 
hands npon' thee ſo ſooner, that hee likes to bite cw- 
ned hetimes > Surely hee apprehended thee be- 
tiene , to let thee kmyw that kee loves young ſas f 
crifices beſt. Hie acconnts it a great favonr , [F 
| that hee accepred "of - thy name into his roll 
j:/o early, and hee: cannot therefore but f 
charge it upon ithee,” as a preat picce of ingrati- 


j 


Ti 


q tude, that thu 'who haſt thus loxg eaten of h1y | x 
| bread when then waſt able ro doe him no ſervice, | l- 
ſronldeſt at ſoont' as thon cameſt to any yeares of | || 


| choyee ; avid. ſerviceableniſſe , lift *p thy heele # 
ag ainſt him, Plal. 31, g. 1f then contdlſt find thee | 

' 4 better maſter , yet ſurely , rhy praeng agement | || | 
-45: to him , maat'm thy name by them, whoſe pro- | || ; 
 perty 58 thee- at that time was Hnqueſtionable , 


| | garner mn 
| and whoſe love to thee was ineſtimable ,, 4rd thou Y 
[ up btifl not frice; thin' becameſt thine owne man , | [16 
{ fo' hav0 dealt fb arfrngennonſfly with him , as to f 
; # . ; ſb £ . Þ I , 
Continue in hit family , *and weare hrs cloth, and| [| 


yor- doe anthers - worke” for fo many yeares 4s $, 
' thou haft done: Tf #how had ft feene canſe to have} [|| 1 
revoked that early Indenture by Which thy parents 
| bound theefto bis ftruice ; Why didſt thon not ex- ft 
| preſſe!y ,* and ſolemnely renounce the name , as F 
well as the thing © Chriſtianity ,as well a# Chriſs, | || |; 
| rhe family and- livery., as well as the Maſter? | | |,r 
' What” baſft tho, but that Infant-Covenant ; to| " 
| entitle theete the Charaband its priviledgespT hou 4) 
; ' thas.-wils wat renonpre thy Chriſtendowde (as thou | : 


| calleftit) impoint of priviledges ; and hopes ;; with | 
I, | what: ſorw of veafon canſt chow Femme it thia | 
: RY oN | - 'F 


. P "4 . 
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| thow claimeſt ? and deſt thou" thinke'\ bee will 


OOO eta ination em... Co ditees oe ob Tei iow aorta nas WE I 


|Wermes? Nay mo, thow muſt now renew that Cee 
gh 3  venant 
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Dialog.2/ of Infant Baptiſm. 


[long in print of Duty, - aud ſervice? Hath not 
| God the connterpart of that Indentare , by Which| 


owne that Covenant to bee obliging to him , "_— 


leaſt) liveſt as if thou thoughteſt., thy ſelfe diſe: 


feſſed Heathen., and then when- thou 'art afree- 
man , take thine owne choyce , make 4 Covenant: 
-with death , and an agreement: with Hell c9 «1: 
intents and purpiſes, for wages, as well as worke; 


or elſe ſtand toit , and ownethy ſelfe a reall Chri-| 


well as Wages. Do nd halt this betweenetwe, 
Maſters. If God bee thy. Maſpber:,. follow him.z- 


nct in Gods name, nor Gods livery. *T i high) 
time thou. ſhoul deft reſolve mwpen; what thou Witt. 
betake thy [elfeto. Grd hath wayted long enough, 
and too. long, from thy cradle tothis very day ,; 


Sometimes thu art a Chriſtian, becauſe thow: 


might bave avaried thee to ſaluation,, hadſt.t bow. 
dyed under. an attuall incapacity of confirming. 
it by thine owne conſent) that God will account. 
bh an infant (jill, and ſave. thee xpon the ſame. 


charged from ? Eyther therefore renownce-thy In>| 
fant- Covenant. as null, and make thy ſelfe a | 


ftian , by thy owne free conſent g/fcr worke 5 ai;| | 


If the Div<cll bee thy Maſter follow him bat. | 


and JF thou. playeſt , faſt attd hooſe with him, | 


dareſt not dye or. appeare injudgment , with any | 
other name ;. and yet thou" baſt no-more of Chrir 

ftianity , then, was, beſtowed; ypon thee at; the | 
Fout , whan thou waſt mad: ſo, by the tender of | 
thy parens , avd upon their undertaking, Daſti\ 
thou thinke (how farre. ſoeuer.that Covenant | 


thou caſt eſt behind thy back, and thinkeſt , or Id | 
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Dialog 2 


i. 


After. 


« | DEW 


venant , ot. ve renomivbng all aber hits that 
have bad , fince that time , dominion over - thee , 


rhow muſt become” hws'by a voluntary reſignation q! 


thy: {elfe-mnro bin, \ won] bis reaſonable Jervice , 
and, then thy Chri Ganky fo long fence recegved , 
will bee a ffrengtheniop co thy faith: a qnick- 


wilt find many wayed the fruit and advantage of 
[o loxp a relation to fo Food a maſter, ' Which other- 
WiſÞ will but rend tothe Go: of thy ſin 
bore 5" and thy brllktvtaft er. 

; Much more might: bee added. opon this ſub. 
TY but thac- 4 am very willing to leave you 
(omething. to de 'at home, which ſhould I here 


| ſay; all that cart bes ſaid), you would bee preven- 


fr \of.  Andthetefore I ſhall (except your dif- 
anSfactions call my medications into ſome freſh 
ubjec) very” willingly draw towatds'an end of 


fer our hands ; | thar-1 doubt the lengeh of it ; 

may 4 little redate thartedge,” which a ket 
entertainment might poſlibly habe left keener 
upon your appetite:\'  - 


cofmon infirmity. 'of humane natire (as now it 

)-of being apt'to' bethinke' a few. minutes 
ſpent in holy employrnents, more ther many 
houts ſpent in vanityes , and follyes.* Bat,(whe- 
cherthe utuſualneſfe., variety . or uſefulneſſe of 
rhe argument; "or" mine owne ſet{ible i improve- 
[met which 1 or [ have made theteby ,” or the 
 defire T had to' 


] 


owhe IM by tearting firſt! my felfe , and wn 
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ning toithy door, van thankful ſſe $'- and thou| 


| 
Indeed Sr , Fcartiot excnſe my (oth from the 


as\much furnitate'as I could | 
to filerice oppoſers; and benefit thoſe of mine| 


| 


is diſcourſe ;* which hath growne ſo much bit | 


| 


JN 
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Dialog. 2 of Infant Baptiſm. 


|fafely ſay, I have had as little cauſe to com- 


—_— 


'teaching them the uſe of ſo profitable an ordi- 
nance; bee the cauſe, I know not) this Ican' 


plaine of a 'tentation to, wearyneſle during this 
conference, as ever I found in any thing of that 
nature. And to ſhew that the edge of my ap-| 


menc, I will make bold to: call for a diſh that 
you promiſed to make mee partaker of for a 
cloſe of the banquet, and I believe have not 
forgotten , and that is the applicatory notes! 
upon the whole ſubj<& , which a while fince I 
deiired ſhould bee ſer aiide, till now. | 

Thus then , #«#g-hoxr , (to ſhutup the whole? 
matter) you ſee how much advantage many, 
wayes, may bee made of this contemned Ordt- 
nance of infant-Baptiſine. And therefore (upon 
the whole ) take theſe cloſing animadver- 
ſions. | , 
(_1 ] That there is a very profane /pirit fomen- 
ted in this nation under the wings of Anabap- 
tiſme. For how can it bee ocher then ſuch, which | 
endeavours to extirpate ſo conſiderable a meanes 
for the advance of converſion , and ſanRifica- 
tion, as you have ſeene Infant-Bapriſme to bee? 
May wee not juſtly impute all thoſe fad miſcar- | 
riages (even in point of morality , and common 
honeſty ) which in the former and prefent Ages , 
Anabaptiſme hath broken forth into , to this 
yery cauſe; that ſuch perſons weakening chat 
hold which God and they mutually had of each 
other , have ſate the looſer from him ever ſince, 
and fo expoſed. themſelves the more to Tenta- 


petite is not yet dulled with this large entertaine-} 
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tions, and provoked him to withdraw that aſſi- 
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| ſhexing , that as it is notin yaine to draw nigh 
[to him in his owne appointed meanes , (ſeeme 


| wee diſpute) wee might, husband them -untg. | 


| others) that diſpztes and conteſts are barren 


{ right of Infants to Baptiſme , comes off with the 


» * 
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ſtance , which might have ſupported them to eu 
counter them ?. For this is a conſequence qrdi- 
nartly following upon the negled; or contempt 
of any. ordinance .of God :. conſtant experience 


they never ſo abfurd or irrationali to our cor- 
rupt reaſons: ).ſo it is not ſafe, to depart from 


The praficalnſe Nialog. | 


es © 
| —— 


him in any one of them, ſeeing it is a provoking 
preiumption. to expect God will meete us in by- 


wayes oi.our owne , when wee refuſe to go out 
co meete him in the publique and rode-wayes, | 
which hee hath appointed, | 


 £+-} Thar ir is no ſmall advantage that Sa-: 


vine Inſtitutions; fecing thereby» hee cuts us off 
from all that profit ard advantage which (u hiles 


| Certaine its , in this particular ordinance, (and 
might by a ſerious ſpirit. bee found in divers 


things : the piqus and con{ide. ing pragijer goes 
away with the beneht., whiles the curious Que- 
ſtjoniſt is enquiring with Nicodemus, how can 
rh-{e things bee? luppoſe wee therefore, in this: 
| caſe, that hee thac conſcienciouſly diſputes rhe 


fame ſatisfaction at laſt, which others, thar 
make it no matter of diſpute at all , enjoy all the 
while ; yet hee muſt needs afcer all hi rea- 
ſonings confeſle, that hee hath ſuffered the diſad- 
vantage of the lofſe of fo much time for im- 


| provement, as hee hath ſpent in che contro- 


an gets by our corrupt reaſonings againſt di- |, 


verſie. 


( 


__(3.]That 


by 
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| Dialog. of Infant Baptiſm. = 


| [3.3 That the cauſe of Infant- baptitme hath 


[them a hetrer, |: - | 


in this reſpe&, loſt many of its adherents, be- 
cauſe no conſiderable paines hath beene taken 


' [heretofore by Miniſters to informe , and by Chri-| 
|ſtians to ſtudy the way of improving it. Surely, | 
{ had thoſe that are now fallen off from this caule, |, 
|ro the adverſe party,beene well diſciplined herein, || 
| and accordingly. found the experience of the ad-| 
| vantages of Intant Baptiſme before-mentioned/,| 
| chey would not have beene ſo calily-perſwaded to| 
have ſubmicted- it to an ambiguous:diſpute. And]. 
wee may hence by experience learne how to pre-] ! 
{ferve our ſelves, and thoſe under our charge-,| 
| who (as yer), are unſcrupled in the ordinance, 
| from a temptation of ſcrupling it; ro wie, by| 


ſhewing them whatuſe to make of it; : in order] 
whereunto.,; I judge it were not amiſle to. have} 


imall proportian of abilityes) inan Eſſay of that | 
kind, hoping it may not bee altogether unwel- 
come © ſerious Chriſtians , nor unprofitable, 
ar leaft , till fyuch while as an-abler hand ſhall give' 


[4.7] That parents who preſent their children | 
fo. this Ordinance ſhould ſpecially eye the pro- 
at of it to thoſewhom they tender to Godthar 
way. Which it they do, they will ſee rea- 
on, | | 

I, To labour to affet their owne heart::in 


ſome ſhort Catechiſme- drawne up for parents ;| 
and maſters, to-teach their children and fſer-| 
vants, to that effet. And hereunto, T intend | 
(God willing) to offer my kelp(according tomy| 


2. * 


2. 


en em 


that action , with furable diſpoſitions there- 
[unto. 1 


— 


j . 2. To manage itinſuch a way as may render 
| it moſt uſefull, | | 

| 1. The hcarts of parents in that ation ſhould 
{bee affeted, | 

| i. With an high and thankful eftceme of 
[Gods rich mercy to them , and their families , 
above others ; that hee honours them ſo farre as 
{ to make theiriſſae the nurſery of the Church vi- 
| ſible : that (like-bowour given by patent,) Chri- 
Ranity chrongh a Covenant of grace defcends in 
their line, atid becomes ( in afort) hereditary. 


—_—_W 


grace with all-its mercyes, and promiſes , and 


they have ſuch a ground and footing of prayer 
for them, joy in them ; and hope of them , whe- 
| ther they live or dye, as I have before ſhewen 
' -2. With a ſerious and ſollicitous tnquiſitiver 
eſſe into their owne Covenant-relation to God, 
aud covenant walking with him: 10 as to bee able 
| ſo, they may bee furniſhed with # more lively 
and vigorous faith to urge it for their poſterity ; 
[co find our , Whar occations or advantages have 
| beene given to God, eyther by their owne or 
their forefathers finnes, to infrinpe that plea; 
| and fo repent for them , and renew that Cove- 
nant againe, zoties quoties , as often as they be- 
come parents, with particular-refpe& to ſuch 
ang ſuch children. - For although a Church- 
intereſt in the Covenant of grace ( a viſible 

| church- 
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The prafticall uſe. Dialog. [Di 


That ſuch an inheritance 8s the - Covenant- of | 


priviledges ſhould bee fo fatre made their Iſſues | 
peculiar portion, as to bee pleadable in their] 
| names as -ſoone -as they have a being. That| 


mad _— 


— 


{'toplead a m_ intereſt in it for +hem/e/ves, that | 


fs... 
— 
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2) [Dialog.2 - of Infant Baptiſm, 
er! Ichorch-memberſhip 1} meane) in 'the parent | | 
(although there bee no more) ſufficiently enti-| 
d | Ftles the child to thatCovenant, 1o farre as hee| 
him-ſelfe is relatedto it;, and fo, bee tufficient| 
of | J|ground- for his baptiſm : yer it is only the god-| 
| Jlly parent- that can pleat in faith for his child, |. 
5 | land ' that fo farre,, as hee cati hope or believe his 
i- | J[owne fpiricuall and- faving liiterelt therein , and 
i- | [takes courſe that every breach bee made up that} 
ft | f|may any way weaken his claime. "7h 
| | 3- (From hence)with a great meaſure of faith] 
f | and confidence , to the expeRting of thioſe Coves| 
4| Flnant mercyes, which God therein x omiſerh , | 
9 | fjand Baptiſme ſeales co bis child , ro bee effectu-| 
rj ally -powred out upon him in Gods time and} 
To way ; laying the mouth of faith co that falff 
r| fibreſt, the grand Cliarter' of believers-, © Wii 
—| [134 ber. thy (God, 'and the Gid of thy leed afterſ 
1} [1:4ee) perpetually ſucking, in relation to the} 


«.v 
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thee 

preſent adminiſtration, - the fncere milke of that 
vaſt ,-bound-leſſe, erdleffe , endieſſe: clauſe of 
entayle{ thy /ced,, (how inany ſoevet)) afrer rhee; 
(for how manyAges ſoever)in their gener ations. | 
Sutely , ſurely , very few parents bring 4 faith to 
their childrens baptiſme, Jarge enotph for this 
promiſe. Tf they did\, who knowesat how vaſt 
+ diſtance for future getetations , it might corhe) 
n remembrance before God , ſo that the child, 
(give mee leave to ſpeake a word that, though ir 
ooke like an Hyperbote, yet toa man that ſe- 
rionſly ſtudies that promife, is none) the.child 
(Ifay) whoſe great-great grandfather is yet un- 


borne (if, at leaſt , the world laſt ſo many geng-| 


—————_—. 
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L 


ded at: ſo great a diftance of tine. before-} |; 


| hand. | 


4. (Hence. alſo in the laſt place) with abus. 
lance of joy and comfort , looking upon that day, 
as the day of their childrens E/pow/alls to Jeſus 
Chriſt ; and, by conſequence., a day that ſhould 
bee more joyfull to a godly parent, then ,: the 


live to ſee all his children well married; hee would 


| ſay , and well hee might (as to the outward con- 
{dition of his, poſterity) what an happy man am 1 


that have.lived long enough, to ſee all my chil- 
dren ſo well diſpoſed of ! But I tell all parents 
that feare God; that the days ia 'which .their 
children are baptized, are farre joyfuller dayes , 
then the dayes of their marriage- (if it might ſo 
come to paſſe) to fo many of the moſt potent 


| and mighty Princes in the world : and thou that | 
| haſt ſeene. all thy children baptized , haſt ved. 
long enough-to ſee them 10000 times better be | 
owed. .. Thou haſt eſpouſed then to. Chriſt, | 
and hee hath made them a jointure beyond the|] ..; 
abilities. of all the Monarchs of the world ;, and | 


therefore :write downe the dayes of your chil- 


| drens Baptiſme, as their wedding-dayes, and| 


I 
_ hs | 


as often as you have occaſion to remember them , 
and bleſſe him upon that account. 


as may render it moſt uſefull : 5d eff, in.che molt 


For my. part., I looke upon it, as too great an, 


day of their marriage to the beſt earthly Matches |; 
that poſlibly can bee deſired. . If a parent; ſhould 


remember it is your duty.to rejoyce in the Lord, | 
11. They ſhould manage it in ſuch a way,| 
ſerious, and ſolemne way that poſſibly can bee. 


undervaluing. of an ordinance of ſo grezt imfor-| 


0g.z| +4 
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© | the cuſtome now- to do. Surely , if any op- 


"| the fitteſt of all to beetaken for this uſe , eſpe. 


| Jfll. So that if a 'Godly mancouſd preſent his 


education, will any ſerious man thinke himſelfe 
Initneſſes his neple& ſhould bee orie day fadly 


[And parrly , becauſe the ſcorethat is by di- 
Fiers perſons publickly caſt upon this. ordinance , 


Iifford the adverfaries ; whiles wee give them-too 
anch -appearing ground ro inſult}, that chey 


ofedutitenance, that very few' owne them ina 
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of Infant Baptiſm. 7 
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ance, to huddle it up in ſuch a privete way as 
wrtunity, be more publick then other, that were 


cally ar ſach a junRture of time as this. 
Partly , that by the prayers ef max), tlie in- 
comes of the Ordinance may be the more plenti- | 


child ro God in this way before a generall afſem- 
}y of all the ſaints over the world , it would bee 
athing of leile powpe then pr-fir ſo rodo , ſeeing 
the: more of Gods people agree in any requeſt , 
the more likely (according to the proportion im-- 
plyed in the promiſe 44atth. 18.19.) is it to 
ſucceede. Kh 
Partly, for the more ſol:mne ratification of 
that engagement which a parent then undertakes 
on the behalfe of his child The more witneſles 
there are to the dedication of his child to God,the} . 
more conſcience of not-fayling afterwards in his 


obliged -to make, leſt in the mouths of ſo many 
eridenced againſt him. "4 
ſeemes' to call for' a Publick, Profeſſion at the | 


hands:of | thoſe -whio.-yet ' remaine- fait-friends 
hereunto: How ' great an advantage do wee 


hive! hifſed our orchodox principles ſo farre'out 


padlick-praftiſe > Surely. , wee' can» never. owne | 
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ſand ſhall wee that 


becauſe , ir ſhewes a ſpirit ready to /affer with xr, 
as well asto reigne wich is, In a word; ſhall the 
advetlaries of this Dotrine (as in divers places 
they do)-creepe out of- darkeneſle , and private 
corners ;-and (not bluſhing: at the nakedneſſe 
either of their perſons or - opinions ) dip their 
proſelytes at noone- Fg and in the open rivery 


day , and all the ſpeRtators in the world , creep 
into corners? No, let us not ſeeke corners to 
| baptize our Infancs in whiles wee »eed zot , lef 


{| God juſtly permit-the Enemies of the Truth to 
1 prevaile ſo farre, as to force us into them , when 
{ wee world wor. | 


5- Thet .it cannot but bee very much prejuds 
ciall in reference to all the advantages before 


| mentioned to accrew from Infant-Bapriſme, 


and the gronnds of it , to ſet narrower limits to 


| tharadmuniſtration, then the Churches of Chrift |} 
_ have aſed- to. do in former times, or then the 
|grounds, and foundations upon which it.is dot- 


rometl.; will allow. Fer thereby (Could fuch 
refiriion., univerſally  obtaine.) ahundance of 
perſons would unjuſtly bee totally deprived of 
thoſe ailvantages, by -being| excluded from the 
ordinance, at leaſt under: that circumſtance-df 
adminiftizasion whence ay emerge.. .L;krowilt 
is. 4: matter much diſpute : 

men, who are ypon the ſame principles! ſtil: 
hed 1n the point of Infant-Baptiſme., #/hathtr 


evely thoſe Infauts Whoſe immediate pareptt »\(« 
W,. 
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any truth publiquely in a better ſeaſon, then 
when it is moſt in diſgrace. - At ſuch a time toi 
| appeare on its ſide , argues 2 ſincere love toit, 


o nothing unbecoming the|; 


by codly and.Jeatged | 
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(ar Pandgns principles, that owne'the _ | 
Boob fayre7 X | _ neſle 


Dialog. of Infant Baptiſm. 


| one of thens at leaſt) 7 bly Godly 8 ( to which 


others adde- more, and atually joayned to ſome 
Church of Chriſt ) are to bee baptized ? or all In- 
fants , Whatſoever , borne of theſe that are ont- 
ward profeſſors, though viſibly ungodly? To 
which I ſhall not ſay much , becauſe I defire not 


beeconſidered.,, 

1. How thoſe that hokd a Covenant-Intereſt 
to the Childrenof Chriſtians, from .4brahams 
charter , (as all of Pedobaptitts principles do,) 


latitude in this particular. If God when heere- 
newed it by Chriſt, andenlarged it to Gentiles 
as well as Jewes, did pareit, andcontract it, 
ſo as to exclude a great part of choſe whom it did 
formerly include, it will bee neceſſary that ic ap- 
peare under ſome authentick record of the New 
[Teſtament which yet to mee appears not, and 
if it do not for the future, I ſuppoſe theſe Que- 
ries may bee worthy conſideration. 


1...2. 1, Whether a. Jewes or Proſelytes child 
|(ſappoſing the immediate parent to havetaken 
up the profeſlion of Chriſtianity, and thereupon | 
to have beene baptized inthe primzrove times, | 


upon that profeilion, and afterwards to have 


the cauſe is yielded ::If nor , I farther enquire 


0r-ue? If ſo, then ]cannor ſee but ( according 


to bee a man offirife. Onely , I defire it may | 


| 


will diſengage themſelves from allowing its full | 


| 


broken out , and become viſibly ungodly) ſhould | 
or might have -beene: baptized, orno? If fo, | 


Whether , had hee fo broken out-whiles hee was | 
eta few, or: Proſelyte to that Church, whe-| 
|ther - his child had beene capable ofcircumcifion | 


| 


TI 


uOrormmnn. map 


CT NE a cc She = as \ 


ar 


| poſe Hezekiah, or the fike} when hee comes to | 


| miſe of ſewing mercy to thouſands of gentrations| 


e& ſome limitation or proviſo,” to that purpole: | 
If he may , I kriow not why the ſame promite 
ſhould nor | extend co-givethe:church warrant] 


exclufion of 'thechild from circumciſion upon the 
diate Parents. 


diate parents bee vitibly ungodly, agodly Grand- | 
father of Grana-mother yet-living, may claime | 
this priviledge for their gravd:-ct5/d, orno? Iff 
fo; then it 1s granted, that the immediate pa- | 
rents viſible ungodlyneſſe is n6 ſuch unremovable | 
barre tothe childs baptiſme :- Hf er, 1 know not | 
(as was before-ſaid ) how we can hold Infant- | 
memberſhip from eAbrabams chartcy, which ex<| 
tends the Covenant upon which it is founded , to 
ns /ecd im cheir pererations; Gen, 17. 7. without 
holding it inche'fame extent: - | 


the loynes of immediate ungodly parents , (ſup- 


yeares, may'not plead the Coveriaht of his godly | 
Anceſtours ;- upon the acconnt'of rhe promiſe in| 
the /econd commandement 3 If hee may not , what| 
pedigree is-there inthe workt ir which that pro-| 
of them that love God , will not bee uſelaſſe 6hce 
or oftener inevery 4th or 5th deſcent? andif 1d, 
ſurely , in-my-judgment, God would haveinſerr-" 


: 


the ſame promiſe} 


T. he prafticall uſe - ho Dialog. } m" 
 neffe of the Covenant that is ſeated by circumci- | 
fion and baptiſme) his r1ght to Baptifme wilt bee} 
thence undeniably concluded alſo : If ot , ſhew| 
mee one Scripture-rule or example for ſuch an 
account of the viſible ungodlinefle of the imme 


9.2, Whether, ſuppoſing both the imme- | 


©. 3.. Whethef a godly child deſcending from | 


[enough to baptizehirh ,' whitesani] nfant, _ q 
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{| 'fore God )) as the ungodlyneſſeof an immediate 
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[yields him aground of faith at Age. If any fay,.. n+ 
\that thar interciſfion-or cutting off of the Cove- 
nant ofAnceſtors,inthe immediate parent,is reſto- 
i» I an-| 
3 


red | againe upon his actuall beleeving 
ſwer , that perſonall faith in thiscaſe, | ſwppo- 
ſeth the ground upon which ic acts , it being ,. be- 
fore it ats; faith doth not create promiſes , but 
lay hold on them already.made. Sothat except 
the' Anceſtors promiſe 
pretended intercifion by the immediate parents ) 
had ſtill continued in being, & pleadiable by faith, 


as is ſuppoſed. 
Secondly I anſwer 


I 


great an intercifion in the Covenant deſcending 
from him , as to hisuſe, (the pleading ofir be- 


parent doth in the Covenant of progenitors; for 
a- child of an- immediate godly parent , cannot 
( whiles unregenerate ) pleade his Fathers Co- 
venant , more then the child of an immediate un- 
godly parent , carithe Covenant of pro-parents 
or predeceflors , and yet this Covenant inthe 
caſe of immediate parents , (if Godly) confe{- 
ledly takes hold of the child , (though unrege-| 
nerate) in point of Churck-memberſbip, even 
whiles it 1s interrupted in point of Spiriruell im- 
provement and advantage, It ſeems therefore 
that the ſame ſhould bee granted in the caſe of 
pro-parents 'or predeceſſors notwithſtanding the] 
: | | like 


| 


CD ——  ——_— — — — — — 25s 
— C7 ”" Dy 


( notwithſtanding the: 


the Poſterity" could not take hold of it by faith, | 


| chat till aRuall faich | 
though in the child of an immediate godly pa- | 
rent, his owne perſonall unregeneracy makes as|, 
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like interruption. '. For faith in the child makes 
no otherwiſe a reſtauration.of the immediate pa- 
rents Covenant, then that of the remote pa- 
| rents ; the right to both , (as farre as it depends 
| upon aCctuall faith in the poſterity ) being the 
\ fame. So that the ſuſpending of the Covenant 
of pro-parents, till aCtuall faith in the grand- 
| child , or great grand-child , gives the Anabap- 
ciſt but too. much: ground to plead the like ſuſ- 
penſion of the Covenant of inimediate parents] | 
till aRtuall faith inthe immediate Iſſue. | 
' 2, Herein alfoit may bee conſidered how , or | || | 
upon what account any perſon , once admitted 
| a member of che'Church viſible, can beedenyed | 
the privilege of a member. ,” (except as farre as| || |; 
ſuch a privilege requires perſonall and actuall dif- 
poſitions to render him capable of preſent poſ- / 
ſeſſion , which is the cauſe that divers ſuch are 
not, though members , admitted to the Lords 
ſupper )except hee bee actually excommunicated? 
| Now the privilege of having his children admitted | |, 


—_—— 


| to Bapriſie 'doth not require any ſuch pertonall || |, 
 aQuall qualification in the parent ,- as the Lords! F 

. {ſupper doth. It 1s no where ſaid, Ler che perva) by 
examine himſelfe, and ſo let his child be admitted 4 


| to Bapriſin; or let him be able to diſcern the Lords la 
body, &c. and fo let him preſent his child to Bap-|| |, 
 tiſm, nor any thing like it any where, in Scripture. : 


Nay even in caſe of excommunication of 
' both - the' immediate parents , there is much faid | 
'in moſt proteſtant Divines, that have ftudyed'J |. 
{cheſe caſes,” why :the puniſhment of the parent 
{thould not beef extended ro the child, _ 

SY _ the 
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' the offence being but perſonall, and'the pu- 

| niſhment but . perſonall ( for no Churchexcom- 

' municates father and child ) andthat not totally 
deſtroy ing'the perſons memberſhip, it ſeemes ; 

| | /unequall rhat the parents perſonall crime and. [- 
[puniſhment ſhould prejudice the child in-any | 
ſort, much lefſe deprive him of that which hee | 
1snot cut off from , his Church-memberſhip. | 
I onely propound theſe things to your conſide- ( 
| | jration, by way of corollary from our prece- | 
ding diſcourſe. If you deſire to ſee this Que- f 
ſtion more fully ſtated ( and1 judge fatisfactc- 
rily ) I referre to Mr. Daniell Cawareyes Dia- | 
tribe, at the end ofa diſpute betweene him, and 
Mr Corron, and Hooker , called © The inconji- 
ſtency of the Independent way with Scripture, and | 
"|| [it ſelfe.] Mr. Thimas Blakes Vindicie federy , | 
© [for divers ſheets toward the end:and the ſame Mr. 
| f | Blakes Covenant ſealed Chap. 7. ſe. 8. | [ 
For my part, my intention is not to enter the I. 
liſts with any one , the world being too full of | 
diſputes already. My maine deſigne in theſe 
5} |diſcourſes, hath beene, to perſwade ſuch a la-. 
titude in the uſe of Infant baptiſme as may ren- 


d\F [der the viſibility of Chriſtian profeſſion more 
nl large, and yet withall render the ſanRifyed uſe 
P-'j [of it more common then it is, among thoſe J 
© {who for want of underſtanding it , and practiſing 
of accordingly are. rendred moſt obnoxious to 
dF |rentations of A poſtatizing from it. To both which 
"” {| [ends , the Lord bleſle it, to you and all whom 


it doth concerne : which I ſhall the more hope 
"Sf ihee will, if you, and they joyne their prayers 
'N G2 -- with| 
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effter, 


| help of divine afliſtance. Meane while I ſhall 


{ but, The oftner the welcomer. 


with mine to that purpoſe. 
And that Sir, as farre asI can contribute to 
ſo good a worke , you ſhall not want , by the 


take the advantage of a little privacy to recolle& 
| what 1 have heard from you in this diſcourſe: 
reſolving '( it I meete with any new difficul- 
tyes) you ſhall heare from mee againe, pro- 
vided you give mee the ſame liberty which you 
have hitherto vouchfafed mee. 

Gad forbid , Neighbour, but my doors ſhould 
bee alwayes open to ſuch candid, and conſcien- 
tious reaſoners as you have ſhewne your ſelfe to 
bee. And therefore, I ſay no moreat parting 
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WV. ; = Ws advertiſe thee, 
< entertainment the former 
FAYE N= part of this at. al:gue hath 

SS EAZSDL received from /obty heads, 
Steen & pros hearts, (and ſome 
ofthem ( as I am credibly. 
informed ) heretofore dif- 


ſenters inthe Dodrine and practiſe therein plea- 


that the 
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A Poſtſcript of the Author. 


tion , ſo that I have beea thereby ( as well as by 
the defire of my Stationer ) encouraged to ha- 
{ten this Second Impreſſion thereof, Notwith- 
ſtanding which, I delayed it the longer, 
that I might receive ſome private letters from 
ſome reverend men whoſe judgment I was wil- 


ling to take along with mee, and whoſeaſſi-| 


ſtance I much deſired to render it more com- 
pleate : and alſo, that I might fee, whether 
( during that while of my delay ) any thing 
would bee offered by any diſenter , that would 
require my farther animadverſions thereupon. 
And I, humbly thanke my learned and godly 
friends, to whom I made my applications , for 
the aſfliſtance which I have received from them , 
whether by way of concurrence with , or dif- 
ſent from mee ; acknowledging that I am much 
obliged to them for their Chriſtian openneſle 
and candour teſtified in thoſe intimations pri- 
vately vouchſafed mee. And in teſtimony there- 
of, I have laboured, in this fecovd part (a 
great meaſure whereof hath been occaſioned by 
the hints ſuggeſted from them ) to manifeſt no 
leffe .candour inthe handling of thoſe particulars 
fo intimated , whether inthe points agreed, or 
controverted betweene us, 

And I hope, if yet any of their judgments 
ſhall not jumpe with mine, eyther-asto matter 
or language; that ( neverthelefſe) they will 


candidly accept of my endeavours, to fatisfie|| 


them, 1n declaring the grounds of mine owne. 


But if it ſhould prove otherwiſe , however, 1 
muſt intreate them to gratifie my utter n_ 


neſle} 
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| poſely concealed the names of moſt of thoſe, 
with whom Lbave had to do in this friendly er- | 


| explaining, or iretracting , what-ſhall yet re- 
|-maine offenſive ts -any ſober /,.. and judicious 
friends, ( upows hke notice given mee-, from 
any of that character) to endeavour their far- 


ling to have taken with the * Author of a late 
Treatiſe , concerning” Infant-Baptiſme ,. { one. 
neare enough to mee to have been ſo friendly ) in 
caſe he would have been perſwaded to have gi- 
ven” mee privately a. copy of his exceptions, 
| (which, by a friend , I deſired, when I heard | 
he was about. to print) and to haveexpected a 
while, the coming forth of this piece for his ſa- 
tisfaction. But it ſeems, his fingers itched to 
| [bee printing 'andaſperſing my ſelfe, and others of 
{ his neighbour-Mimiſters, who gave him as little 
provocation, as (1 thinke ) Ihavedone. And 
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nefle to publique conteſts, by a private agita- 
tion of the differences that yet remaine , rather; 
then to enforce mee unto any diſputes from the 
preſſe , wherein I dayly obſerve how difficult a 
a matter it is 40: manage a friendly and candid de- 
bate of differences , in a way becoming Chri- 
ſtian_ moderation. ' * e183: 1205 T8 

- And to engage: them thereunto , I have pur. 


tercourſe of private letters, that they may not 


conclude themſelves in any ſort challenged to |. 


appeare that way; -And-I promile that if T bee 
yer called uponfor another review of theſe Trea- 
tifes', Tſhall do my beſt}, eyther'by,qualifying ; 


ther ſatisfaction... AY: | 
And the fame courſe fhould I have been wil- 
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tion , pag. : 
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pag. 19. 


; [any particulars , fave thoſe that relate to the for- 


[pariſon there. made betweene: :{nfant-B aptiſme 
[and Leaves, inrelation:to the ſpreading of Chri- 


| thereupon; that! ['/ conceive 6-miorally impoſe 
| ble to Hee: Chriſian Religion into the body. of 


| what our::Saviour comands.; : the di/cipling- of 
{ Whole IN ations, ] Upon which paflages the ſaid 


through (1 feare) a wilfu/t-miſtake , ( for how 
can 1] judge it |effe, - being ;zSrounded upor a | 


 prefſe ſenſe of the paragraph, againſt which it 


—_—__ IE LAT To OY 


4 Poſſſeripr of the Author. © 


CD ———_————————_—_—_—__ 


indeed ,.hee hath dealt very unhandſomely;with 
by certaine'charaReriſticall- paſſages knowne to 
the Countrey thereabout, in ſeverall other Pam- 
phlets publiſhed together with: that wherein 1 
am concerned.. But I ſhall not trouble thee with 


mer part of this Dialogue: outof which ( in his 
booke mentioned , pag. 15, 18,19 ,20, 21;) 
hee takes 'a paſſage or two concerning the 'com- 


ftian Relig ion!, in the outward Profellion there- 
of , over: whole nations ::and. my affirmation 


any Nation. but by the Way of Infant-Baptiſme:, 
this being the o»/y likely way tothe effetingof 


Author 'rrapcially deſcants;, as favouring of a 
[ miftake of Chriſts command, and ſerving only 
ro bold and kiepe Popery Within us", yea, as groſſe 
Pepery as a man can readily thinke of ., and-bring 
perſons into. a fooles Paradiſe, and enlarge the 
bonnds of the Malignant Charch (1 e. in his 
owne profeſſed ſenſe ) a Nationall one, ] _ 

An heavy charge , but wholly miſapplyed 


zrofſe perverting of the whole declared , and-ex- 


ſome of them , even to the perſoniting of whey | | 
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. . 


is levelled > ) How often ( Reader) doeI there 


expreſ-) | 
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| expreſlely confine my afſertions-concerning { the 
eading, and riverting of Religion ina nation \} 


| by Infant-Baptiſme ] to the Church viſible, and. 


j|and expet# the Work of grace to be wrought upon, | 


the profeſſion of Religion 1n a nation , and vi-. 
fible believers | Nay the very next Yue-: 
ff50n moved thereupon , and the 4nfwer there-; 
unto , clearly proceed uponthe ſuppolitienof 
{that ſenſe: <1 ge» | t;7-- of; 
.. And yet this :Author., wall. (.in deſpight of 
| mine owne cleare expreſlions.,. and the whole : 
ſcope of the diſcourſe ) perſwade. mee and his 
{reader , that: by [ riverting the profeſſion of Re- | 
ligion into the body of a Nation.,..) 1. meane the; 
[" ravetting of: Religion in the ſoules & ſpirits of 
men | (tor 10, he tells us expreſlely , thathee' 
and his confederates, who , it ſeemes , know gmy 
meaning. better then my felfe , underſtand-it ) * 
[and ( anſwerably.) that by the [' /cavening. of | 
Nations , in-the. ſame. way]... meane, {. {ca 
vening them with grace: ]or elſe I know not what 
hee means by, oppoſing the wark of JInfqnt- 
Baptiſme , and. the {þirit of life and glory , 1n' 
_— to. this. /eavenirg Worke , in the ſame: 
place. oY mus Bs 
| - And upon theſe groſſe miſtakes , hee ſpends | 
a_great deale of waſte paper , toinforme his Reg: | 
der, that Infant-Bapriſme is not Chriſts way.t« 
aiſciple, (i.e, ſavingly to convert ) nations ; anc 
that hee muſt not make that /acr ament an 1dell, | 


the ſonle, by the ſprinkling of water upox the boaj.;, 


and all this ( quis crederet? ) out of a great. 
feare ( as hee profeſſeth ) leſt ſomebody (of | 
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| ſtake of ſupperſtitiouſly eſteeming,andplacing all 


ike acute intelleualls (belike) 'with himſelfe, 
and his Brethren) f5ould put a ſenſe upon my bx- 
preſlions quite contrary to my ſcope, andinten- 
tion; to witt,' | to encourage themſelves , ſome 


lipion in Baptiſme. ] But mee-thinkes, if this 
good friend of mine” bee ſo much affraid leſt 0- 
thers ſhould abuſe my words to ſach a ſenſe , hee 
ſhould not bee the firſt that ſhould teach them 
ſorto do. To tell them, that T meane by [* -i- | 
vetting religion into the body of a nation by Bap- 
tiſme ] the [| rivetring it into thrir ſoules and 
ſpirits, ] as hee" doth, and yet withalſto pro- 
fefſe his feares, left others ſhonld take it in ſuch 
a ſenſe, as might encourage them in ſuch a mi- 


their religion in it , which is no lefle then acrri- 
buting the |" inWard Worke of the ſpirit to outward 
baptiſme . ] ſeemes' fomething'of kin-to a con- 
tradiftion. © | : 

Thus Readey , thou mayſt ſee how little T am 


ſeeing hee proceeds upon a ſenſe given to my 
words ( according to his owne confeſlion) quite 
contrary to my ſcope, and intention, And yet 


threatens mee withall (in the ſame place) to call 
mee unto againe concerning thi ,, and two 'or* 


of mine, ina fxth Treatiſe of his, which T have 
not ſeene; and the preſſe cannot now ſtay for 
-my- enquiry after and examination thereof, ( it 


to ſuperſtition , and others , to place all their re- | 


concerned , to anſwer this Author in this mater : | 


there remaines another ſad reckonthg;, which hee |! 


three other paſſages towaras the end of that books | 


having beene delayd ſome weekes already , du- 


__Ling| 


—_— —_W_ 
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ring my expectation of this part', which I have 
now taken notice of, from tny Statiover, to 
whom I ſent to-procure it) or if it could, I know 
not by what name to ſend for it , (having by mee 
no catalogue of this Authors workes to dire& 
mee) and therefore can ſay norhing to it atthis 
Time... And indeed if it bee no more con- 
crrning to mee, then this already mentioned , 
I promiſe thee , I never ſhall chinke it worth thy 
trouble or mine to take any notice of it at any 
Time. However, I forgive him this Wrong ; 
conſidering , that his exceeding paftionate zeale 
againſt any thing thart in his judgment tended to. 
the ſupporting ofa Nationall Church, ( which 
is the abomination of abominations to his 
ſoule; andall one ,-(as his expreſſion , but now 
quoted: hath it Y}. with a'Pop:ſo , and Malignant 
Charch, (hath made him ſo angry, that hee can- 
not (in that humour ) but. fall ont with any 
one hee meets, not duely enquiring whether they 
bee friends or foes; or whether there bee any 
juft cauſe, to quarrell with them or no: and 1 
reſolve (as farre as.I know mine owne mind ) 
never to enter the liſts of a publique diſpute 
with a man of that temper. To ſhutup all, I 


my Reverend Brother, wkom I beleeve to be a 
godly man , and know to bee Zealous in his 
principles ( perhaps too much) that hee do 


| 


ded ; the Kingaome of God doth not conſiſt in, | 


not- .engage himſelfe too hotly in. claſhings, þ 
and conteſts with his neighbour-Miniſters and | 
others, about ſuch things, as they are perſwa- | 


ſhall only crave leave to offer a little advice to | / 


leſt 


o 

* 
*, 
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gifts, together. with the affetions of a re- 
fratory people, who (as I know by ſome ex- 
perience, -) being dealt with over-rigoroully 
in ſuch things by miniſters, will bee too 
much exaſperated, to bee capable of recetving 
any thing from then without prejudice : In 
ſumme , that hee do nor thinke , the beſpatte- 
ring of his neighbour-Miniſters , and. their 
principles; aRtions , congregations, and Com. 
 munion-, a regular way to increaſe his: owne 
ſeparated fellowſhip. ' And having ſo deze, 1 
| have done with bim , for this time : and ſhall 
with thee too., when have;{ ina word) in- 
formed thee, that (becauſe the variety of 
new matter which offered it ſelfe to: my. {e- 


| cond thoughts; grew : quickly: to ſuch a. quan- 


tity - as:"ould. have made. too great an alte- 


money, upon it before', and ſo necellitate 
them - to: buy it againe , if I ſhould have in- 
ſerted it; therein; ) I thought it more ex- 
pedient ;:( contrary to my intentions when I 


let the Fir Booke come forth againe with- 
out any. - alteration . ( except ' in few words ) 
and ſubjoyne the additions in a diſtin&t:Trea- 
tiſe by themſelves, which , as I now put into 
thy hands, ſo IT hope, God will give 


leſt hee loſe the. quiet of his owne ſpirit, and 
the comfort and help of his fellow-Jabourers|Þ 


publiſhed the Zpifle prefixed thereunto ) to|jþ 


ration, in the rexewed zmpreſſion , of my Beeke |fſ 
formerly pabliſhed, even ſo much as to make(| 
it uſeleſſe -to- thoſe who had layd out their 


his 


fas grace to make a profitable uſe of , toi 
|| 
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his owne glory, the turning vaine janglings 
about Infant-B aptiſme, into a pratticall improve- 


ment of it, and (therein ) the benefit of thine 
own ſoule. 


—_—_—— _ 


ERRATA. 
Reader, - 


before thoureadeſt, theſe greater eſcapes, 


aiſtance hath made, 


In the Epiſtle Dedicatory , Pap. 8. lin. 4. read 
whithout Which. Jn Mr. Bl. Preface, p.4. 1. ult. 
dele, that. 
| In the Firff Treatiſe, pag. 2. 1. 21. reads, 
pag.5.1.29. read wnto. p.6, 1.28, read did 7. p.20 
lin.25 — 26. dele at moft. 1.30. r. this. pag.23. 


1.20, r. meditation, p.53. |. ult. r. care. p.70. 
- 1.20. read concluded. 
Sermon of Catechizing.p.4.1.28. r. zeexs. p. 10. 


[.26. r. there. P.13. 1.3. r. tartly. 'p.16-1.1.| 


[ read. charily. 
In the Second part. p.7.1.21. r.daved. p.g.1.21. 


r. reuew. ' P.18.1.10. r. nt. p.25.1.12, read] 
'( being ſuch in their generall nature) p.30. 1.14. [| 


I. effett. p.75.1.12. dele to. p.81.1.21.r, himſelf. 
p 82.1.1.r.of. Pag.97+ 1.6.r. 5», }.18.r. chi, 
ln the Poſt/cript , pag. 108, 1.29, read. « few. 


| 


[! 
l 


Thou art intreated by the Author to overlooke| 


divers leſſe faults, which thou mayſt 
meet withall : and corre with thy pen 


which the preſſe becauſe of the Authors| 


1.28. r. ſtronger. p. 39. 1.24. r. decayes, P.41.f 


